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The Letters which compoſe this ſecond 
Volume, are thoſe chiefly that Madam de 
Maintenon wrote to her Brother, to her 
adopted Children the Daughters of the 
poor Nobility of France, and to the Ladies 
ſhe had placed over them. In theſe the 
Reader may expect to ſee her, as what ſhe 
really was; fince the cannot well be ſup- 
poſed. to have converſed on. ſuch Occa- 
ſions with Ceremony or Diſguiſe. 
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- n de Maintenon's Zeal to convert her 
Relations, and reform the King. 

NN AD ARM de Meintanon no-fooner . 
2 ſaw herſelf in a Condition to ſerve 
1 her Relations, than ſhe ſent for 
Monſieur Villette, her Couſin German, 
and Son to the Aunt, who had taken ſuch 
charitable Care af her in Infancy. But 
as Mg to 7 eſtabliſned Religion 
| was 


Tut 


tx) 


was now become a neceſſary Title to Pre- 
ferment at Court, and he could not be 


wrought pon either by her Perſuaſions, 
the Arguments of Boſſuet and Bourdaloue, 


or the King's Orders, ſhe took Meaſures 


with the Miniſter, as the Sea was his Pro- 
feflion, to cut out a long Voyage for him; 
that during his Abſence ſhe might have 
the better Opportunity c of #572377 ing his 


three Children. 


Of theſe, two were Boys, and one a 


Girl, all very young. The Girl, after 
many Refuſals, ſhe contrived to get into 


her Hands through the Mother's Con- 


.nivance. The Child wept bitterly, when 


Madam de Maintenon told her ſhe muſt be 
a Catholick, and theſe Tears, by recalling 


to Madam de Marntenor's Remembrance 


the Violences employed to make herſelf 


abjure at the ſame Age a Religion, which 


Me afterwards ſincerely renounced, ſerved 

Zreatly to moderate her Zeal, and Made- 
moiſelle de Myrgay, (this was the Name the 
young. Lady went by) yielded to gentle 
287, 15 Methods. 


1 3 
Methods. But ſhe afterwards became a 
Janſeniſt, and this ſecond Alteration gave 
Madam de Maintenon as much Uneaſineſs, 
as the firſt had afforded her Satisfaction. 


The Sons had been brought up to the 
Sea, and the eldeſt had diſtinguiſned him - 
{elf ſo much, though but nine Years. old, 
at the Battle of Meſſina, where Ruyter:was: 
killed, that the Miniſter thought proper 
to reward him with a Lieutenant's Com- 
miſſion. As he was full of Ambition and 
Fire, he ſoon conformed, after he had 
been given to underſtand, that his being a 
Proteſtant was an unſurmar table Obſtacle 
to his Preferment. His Brother, as younger, 
and conſequently not ſo liable to ſuch Im- 
preſſions, held out much longer; but at 


laſt yielded to the Preaching of the Inde- 
fatigable Gobelin, 


| The Father at his Return inveighed bit⸗ 
terly againſt Madam de Maintenon, and up- 
braided her with what he thought Ingra- 
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titude for the Favours the had mou | 
ftom his Mother; but his Reſentment ſoon 
abated, and after a ſecond Voyage, during 


which he made Reflections that never be- 
fore occurred to him, he àbjured his Re- 
ligion, but did it privately in the Preſence 
of his own Curate, that it ſhould not be 


ſaid he had ſold his Conſcience. The King 


however was ſoon informed of his Recan- 


tation, and when Monſieur de Villette re- 
turned to Court, loaded him with Favours, 


and aſſured him that he conſidered his re- 
turning to the Boſom of the Church as a 
Favour done to himſelf; to this, Monſieur 
de Villette replied, It is, Sire, the only 
＋ hing I hawever yet done from any 


& e but chat of Plezüng your Ma- 


* jeſty 
a 


* 


Madam 4e Saint Hermine and her Fa- 
mily ſtill perſiſted in the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, but Madam de Maintenon, who could 


not bear the Thoughts of any of her Rela- 


tions being otherwiſe chan Catholicks, ſent 
for 


— 


(s) 

for Meſdemoiſelles de St. Herming to Court, 
and undertook to convert them herſelf. 
She was very well verſed in Matters, of 
Controverſy, and her Couſins yielded after 
a noble Reſiſtance. This Name was then 
given to an obſtinate Refuſal to allow that 
one was convinced, even after Conviction, 
till every Article of the new Religion had 
been ſifted with the utmoſt Accuracy. By 
this Means the Converters obtained great 
Praiſes; and the Converted avoided. the 
ee e of Intereſtednebs. 


Many of = - Audigns 8 nen held out, 
in ſpite of all Madam de Maintenon's, Pais 
to convert them; and fled that Country 
rather than forſake their Religion. I met 
with a Daughter of that Family at Copen- 
bagen, in Circumſtances greatly inferior to 
her Birth; ſhe complained bitterly of the 
furious Zeal of Madam de Maintenon, but 
ſpoke exceeding well of her in every other 
OF 


B 3 Madam 
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An de Maintenow 8 Zeal was . not 


confined to her F amily, or even to her 


Country it took in all thoſe of the ſame 
Religion not only i in France, but in Eng- 
land, where ſhe is ſaid to have maintained 
aCorreſpondence with the famous Dutcheſs 
of Portſmouth, Miſtreſs to King Charles II. 
on the propereſt Methods of re- eſtabliſh- 
ing the Roman Catholick Religion in that 
Kingdom. This drew upon her the 
Hatred of all the Proteſtants, thou gh ſhe 
could not be charged with having com- 
mitted or countenanced any Act of Violence 
in the Execution of her Deſigns, for the 
Advancementof the Religion ſhe now pro- 


feſſed. She comforted herſelf with the Hopes 
of its being pleaſing to God, and the Cer- 


tainty of its being agreeable to the King, 
in whom it wonderfully ſervec to ſtrengthen 
the Sentiments of Love, Eſteem, and Re- 
ſpect, with which ſhe had ory” found 


Means to inſpire him. 


Madary 


3 ooo, 2 
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Madam de Maintenon, however, would 
have been of great, Service to the 
Proteſtants, upon the Revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes, which happened ſoon af- 
ter, had not the Marquis de Ruvigny, 
a a Proteſtant, Nobleman, and afterwards 
Lord. Galway, in. order to leſſen her In- 
fluence, which he imagined was totally 
employed in hurting the Proteſtants, 
told her before the King, that ſhe 
was born a Calviniſt, had continued one 


till her Settlement at Court, and was in all 


Probability a Calviniſt ſtill in her Heart. 
This Diſcourſe made ſuch an Impreſſion 
on his Majeſty, that on her, ſome T ime 
after, making Remonſtrances to him on 
the ill Uſe made of his Authority, in put- 
ting his new Edict in F orce, he ſaid, Your 
Diſcourſe, Madam, gives me ſome Unea- 
ſineſs; does it not proceed from an At- 
ee to the Religion you formerly 
profeſt ?? and theſe Words were ſufficient 
to hinder her from ever ſpeaking to him 
again on the ſame Subject. 


B4 Great 


68) 


Great as Madam de Maintenon s Zeal to 
convert her Relations from one Faith to 
another appeared to be, to accompliſh 
the King's Reformation, from a Life 
of Vice and Deſtruction, to a Life of 
Virtue and Recollection, appeared much 
greater; of the two Things moſt requiſite 
to compaſs ſo great an End, ſhe had al- 
ready effected one; this was to wean his 
Affections from Madam de Monteſpan, 
whom his Majeſty now began to conſider 
with ſo much Indifference, though ſhe ſtill 
retained all her Charms, and he had eight 
Children by her, that on her writing a 
Letter to him, in order to awaken, if poſ- 
fible, his former Paſſion, the King com- 
manded Madam de Maintenon to tell the 
unbappy Noman, (ſo he expreſſed himſelf) 
that he did not defire to be any longer 
loved by her, and earneſtly recommended 
to her the ſame Tndifference for him. What 
was moſt ſurprizing in this Alteration, was, 
that it was brought about while Madam 
de Monteſpan continued at Court. Madam 
| de 


de Maintenon, with whoſe Converſation the 


King was ſo much taken, that he now 
generally ſpent two or three Hours every 
Evening in her Apartment, might have 
caſily prevailed on his Majeſty to order 
her at a Diſtance, but ſhe imagined 
that Satiety would go farther towards 
accompliſhing a Cure than Abſence. 
Love would not have argued in this 
Manner, and therefore it was enough to 
ſhew, that ſhe had no unlayful Deſigns 
upon his Majeſty's Heart; but her.endea- 
vours to re-eſtabliſh a proper Harmony 
between him and the Queen, without which | 
his Reformation would be imperfect, were 
two ſtrong a Proof of the Rectitude of 
her Intentions, not to ſtop the Mouths of 
thoſe who were moſt diſpoſed to put the 
worſt Conſtructions upon her beſt TR 


This was a very difficult Taſk. The 
Tempers of the King and Queen were 
quite oppoſite. Beſides, the King, after 
ſo many Infidelities to her Majeſty, was 
afraid even to make an Apology for them, 

B 5 and 


Ny 


610) 
and the Queen began to conſider as a Vir- 
tue that Continence which ſhe had ſo lon 8 
obſerved through Neceſſity; and in this 
Opinion ſhe was perhaps too much fa- 
voured by her Confeſſor, who appeared as 
ſerupulous, as the King's Confeſſor was 
thought to be remiſs. But Madam de 
 Maintenon's Wiſdom and Perſeverance ren- 
dered her victorious over all theſe Obſta- 
cles ; the King now began to treat the 
Queen with ſo much Tenderneſs, that her 
Majeſty was often heard to fay, be- 
Sk heve God has -raiſed her up, meaning 
Madam de Maintenon, to regain me that 
Heart of which Madam de Monteſpan had 


4 „10 


3 robbed me; nor did ſhe confine this Teſ- 
-timony of her Eſteem to Words, ſhe pre- 
ſented: Madam de Maintenon with her Pic- 

ture ſet with Diamonds, a Favour the 

more valuable, as ſhe was the only Fer- 

ſon on which her Majeſty had ever con- 
ferred it. Madam de Monteſpan had put ſ 
in for the ſame Diſtinction, but was given 1 


to underſtand, that it was the Reward of 
| Merit. | CHAP. 
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CHAP. 1. 


The Queen dies, and the King privately mare. 
ries Madam de Maintenon. 8 


| H E Queen did not live long to en- 
joy this Return of the King's Af- 


fections. She fell Sick immediately after 


her Arrival at Verſailles from a Journey to 
the Frontiers; in which ſhe and Madam 
de Maintenon had accompanied his Ma- 
jeſty. As ſoon as ſhe found herſelf near 
her laſt Moments, ſhe called for Madam 


de Maintenon, who had retired a little to 
Indulge her Grief for ſo great a Loſs, and 


pulling her Ring off her Finger, gave it. 


to her; but whether barely to teſtify her 


Eſteem of her, or to inſinuate to the King, 


who was worthieſt to ſucceed her, it is. 


impoſſible to determine; for when ſhe: 
would, it is thought, have explained herſelf, 


her Speech left her, and ſhe alia in a; 
tew Minutes. 


. > 


- 
- - 
- 


(; 18, ): 

Of all the Lamentations, which filled 
the Court on this melancholly Occaſion, 
Madam de Maintenon's were the greateſt ; 
and conſidering her Behaviour towards the 
Queen, we cannot but believe they were 
equally ſincere. The King at leaſt con- 
ſidered them as ſuch, and therefore ſought 
every Opportunity of making known to 
ſa valuable a Woman a Paſſion, to the 
Enjoyment of which there now remained 
no Obſtacle, but that of her being a Sub- 
3e& ; her Reputation of Virtue was too 
well eſtabliſned to afford any reaſonable 
Hopes of gaining her Conſent on e 
ourable Terms. 


But it was not Madam de Maintenow's 
Merit alone which commanded ſo much 
Reſpect. She ftill had Charms, which the 
greateſt Beauties of the Court could not 
perhaps boaſt of; every Thing in ſhort, 
that can be called handſome, except that 
Bloom which Youth alone ſeems to have 
a Right to : her Hands and Arms exqui- 
fitely beautiful; the lower Part of her 
| Face 


(13) 

Face agreeable beyond Deſcription;-Shape 
and Stature that ſeemed calculated to add 
Dignity to a Throne; Eyes fo bright and 
ſo lively, that one might gueſs by them what 
ſhe was going to ſay; a Smile fo juſt, that 
one might gueſs by it what ſhe had ſaid; 
a Countenance of ſo dazzling a Whiteneſs, 
and ſo full of Expreſſion, that it looked 
lke Snow darting forth Fire; a Conver- | 
fation inexpreſſibly youthful and ſprightly; 
2 Boſom ſo lovely, or one at laſt believed 

to be ſo, that a Crowd of Maſks happening 
once to enter a Room at the ſame Time 
with her, one of them could not help al- 
lowing his Hands ſome indecent Liber- 
ties, which made her cry out, Surely 
this is the Dauphin, he is the only Man 
in France who dare to behave in this 
Manner, And in this ſhe was not mif- 
taken, for the Dauphin 1 in Fact was chat 
preſumptuous Man. 


Her e generally very plain, 
was thought to add greatly to theſe Charms, 
for it was equally elegant. She never 

made 


(14) | 
made Uſe of Paint, and ſeldom wore Gold | 
or Silver; in Publick ſhe almoſt always ap- 
peared half veiled, but whether for fear 
of ſtriking too forcibly the Eyes of the 
Spectators, or with a View of tooking more 
Graceful, is uncertain. The Colour which 
ſhe affected moſt, became her beſt, was a 
half Filamot; it ſhewed the Brightneſs of 
her Eyes to moſt Advantage. The large 
Caps ſhe wore afforded a confi! Source 
of new Surpriſe, at every Sight they allowed 
of a Face, in which nothing could be miſſed 
but the firſt Bloom of Youth ; as to her 
Neatneſs, nothing but her «ger "Om 
exceed it⸗- 


— 


The King at lat, after as many * 
gles as could be expected were ſhe the So- 
vereign, and he the Subject, took Ad- 
vantage of the great Grief. ſhe expreſſed 
for the Death of the Count de Vexin, whom 
ne had broug et up, and faid to her; 
Ah! Madam, how happy I ſhould think 
myſelf to be loved by one, who knows ſo 
well how to Love”, and even in faying fo 

| little 


i 
little, trembled for fear of ſaying too 
much. How great therefore muſt have 
been his Tranſport, when ſome Time after 
having diſlocated his Arm by a Fall from 
his Horſe, he perceived that Madam de 
Maintenon, who was of the Company, ſhed 
Tears, on hearing thoſe who ran to his 
Aſſiſtance cry out, that he had broke 
It. 4 


4 


So ſtrong an Indication of her Love for 
the King was not ſufficient however to 
make him declare his in open Terms, but 
this was the only Way in which he did not 
expreſs it. He would have made her firſt 
Lady of Honour to the Dauphineſs, in 
Order to have the more Opportunities of 

ſeeing her, but ſhe had too much Modeſty 
to accept of that Poſt, as there were ſo 
many other Ladies at Court, in point of 
Birth, better entitled to it; but in the 
Main ſhe loſt nothing by this Refulal, 
which only ſerved to ſhe how worthy ſhe 
was to fill a higher Place. The King now 

did nothing without her Advice, granted 

i no 


7 16. )* 
no Requeſts but what came through her 
Hands, or were approved of by her; even 
the haughty Monteſpan was 9 to 
make Uſe of Madam de Maintenon s Credit 
to obtain ſuch Favours as ſhe thou ght 
were neceſſary to ſnew, that ſhe had not as 
yer loſt all her Influence over his Majeſty. 


But though at ſome Times the greateſt 
Men in the Kingdom were content to wait 
in Madam de Maintenon's Anti-chamber ; 
at others her Doors flew open to the pooreſt 
Objects. The ſtately Cardinal, and the 
humble Capuchin, the Prince, and the 
Beggar covered with Rags, had e Ad- 
miſſion to her Cloſet. 


One Day a venerable old Man, forcing 
his Way through the Croud of ite 
with which her Apartment was filled, ac- 
coſted her with a reſpectful Boldneſs in 
the following Terms. It is now, Mad- 
am, forty Years ſince I have ſeen you, and 
yet you cannot have entirely forgot me. 
Do you remember, that, at your Return 
from 


(m7) 

from Weſt Indies, you uſed to come: every 
Thurſday to the Gate of the Jeſuit's Col- 
lege at Rochelle, where, according to the 
Cuſtom obſerved by moſt religious Houſes, 
the young Fathers diſtributed Soup to the 
Poor. Being in my Turn employed in this 
charitable Office, I diſtinguiſned you in 
the Croud of Beggars that ſurrounded me, 
I am not afraid, Madam, to put you in 
Mind of an Incident, which I ſee you can 
liſten to without a Bluſh. I was ſtruck 
with the Nobleneſs of your Countenance z 
you did not appear to me formed for fa 
abject a Condition; I could not but obs 
ſerve the Confuſion with which you ap» 
plied for Relief, and immediately felt 
an extraordinary. Degree of Compaſſion 
for you. It is you then, Sir, replied 
Madam de Maintenon, who, to ſpare me 
the Shame of Mixing with theſe unhappy 
Wretches, ſent the Soup home to mes 
expreſſing the kindeſt Concern at your 
not being able to afford me any more ef- 
fectual Aſſiſtance ; this was doubly ſaving 
mmm 1 

ſecondly, 


(18) 
ſecondly, by exempting me from the 
Shame of being obliged to aſk for it in ſo 
publick a Manner'. She then took him 

into her Cloſet, as it were to ſave him in his 
Turn the Shame of publickly diſcloſing his 
Neceſſities, and finding that he had long ago 
quitted the Society, and had now nothing 
but a little Country School to depend up- 
on, generouſly diſmiſſed him with a Purſe 
of one hundred Piſtoles, and a Promiſe to 
repleniſh it every Year with the ſame mo- 
derate Sum : he had aſked her Intereſt to 
procure him a Pariſh, but ſhe told him, 
that thoughſhe'was ſure he was charitable, 
ſhe could not anſwer. for his being quali- 
fied for ſuch an Office. I could relate 
many more Inſtances of her Goodneſs and 
Greatneſs of Mind, in acknowledging Fa- 
vours conferred upon her, but the Brevity 


I have preſcribed to myſelf obli ges me to 
haſten to other Matters. | 


Many of theſe Incident 1 un- 
der the King's Eyes, and the reſt were 
faithfully reported to him by the Lords 


and 


(wy 
and Ladies about him, who knew full 
well they could not pay their Court in a 
more agreeable Manner to a Man of his 
exalted Way of thinking. The Reſult 
was, that his Paſſion for Madam de Main- 
tenon grew to ſuch a Height, that he found 
it impoſſible to live any longer without 
her. But even now he could nat prevail 
upon himſelf to Addreſs her directly with 
the Declaration off it; he was obliged to 
have Recourſe to his Confeſſor Father Ia 
Chaiſe, who ſuggeſted to him a private 
Marriage, but celebrated with all the Ce- 
remonies of the Church, as an expedient 
ſufficient to ſave equally his Conſcience 
M his Dignity. | 


1 hough ſuch a 'Connedion. might be 

the Object of Madam de Maintenon's 
| Wiſhes ; it was fo far above her Hopes, 
that the firſt Mention of it in a Manner 
put her beſide herſelf, Aſtoniſhed, mo- 
tionleſs, confuſed, ſhe liſtened, interrupted, 
exclaimed ; aſked if it was not a Dream, 
a . a Snare, and made the Ambaſſador 


repeat. 


(20) 
repeat a thouſand Times, what ſhe was 
never tired of hearing; *rill being at laſt 
convinced that the King was in earneſt, 
ſhe replied, that his Majeſty was the Ma- 


ſter of her Deſtiny, and that ſhe had no 
Wil but his. 


But as ſoon as TW firſt Tranſports of 
Joy ſubfided a Kttle, ſhe made ſuch deep 
Reflections on the Inconveniencies of the | 
ambiguous Rank that was propoſed to her, 
that between both ſhe contracted an IIl- 
nefs, which made it neceſſary to poſtpone 

the Celebration of the Nuptial Ceremonies. 
During this Indiſpoſition, however, ſhe 
had the Pleaſure of ſeeing the King con- 
ſtantly about her, and ſerving her with all 
the Attention ſhe could expect in the moſt 
m2 and reſpeetful Bridegroom- 


11 is impoſſib le to-fay with any tolerable 
Degree of Certainty, how ſoon after Ma- 
dam de Maintenon's recovery, this Mar- 
riage was ſolemnized, but there is the 
* Reaſon to think that it was to- 

wards 


(ay) | 
wards the Cloſe of 168 5, when Madam de 
Maintenon ceaſed toperform the Offices of 
Dame q Autour to the Davuphineſs. We 
know indeed that i it was Harlay, Archbiſhop 
of Paris, that joined their Hands, aſſiſted 
by Father ls Chaiſe, but this Prelate al- 
ways carried the Act of it in his Pocket, 
rather than be obliged to ſort his Papers, 
by which Means, after his Death, it fell in- 
to the Hands of his Valets de Chambre, who 
made their Jeſts of it, till it was perhaps 
reſcued by ſome curious Perſon, in whoſe 
Cabinet it now poſſibly lies concealed. 
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CHAP. 


( 22 ) 
CMR 
Ind cations of the King's 8 Marriage 2 


Madam de Maintenon —T he King is cut 


For a Fiſtula. — Madam de Maintenon's 
Behaviour to her Relations and Friends. 


%Þ « 


HE King made a Tour from Ver- 
ſäailles to Marly immediately after 

his Marriage, and at his Return aſſigned 
Madam de Maintenon a grand Apartment 
near his own, till another ſtill more Mag- 
nificent could be prepared for her Recep- 
tion; but he ſoon found the firſt ſo con- 
venient, that he deſired her to ſettle in 
it. Nothing could be ſimpler than the 
Furniture, conſidering the Building into 
which it was ordered, and the great Vi- 
ſitor it was to receive. One of the chief 
Ornaments in it was a large Crucifix, 
which the King would have had her re- 
move as too grave for ſuch a Place; but 
ſhe made no Scruple to aſk him, if he was 
afraid of ſeeing the Image of him he was 


deſirous of loving, of him who was now 
his 


(23) 
his Hope, and in Death was to be all 
his Support; theſe Words made ſuch an 
Impreſſion on him, that he told her ſhe 
preached like an Angel; and ſuffered the 
Crucifix to remain where ſhe had placed 
it. ee ee 07 Tn 1 


What a different Picture was this fiom 
that, with which the Criminal Manteſpan 
adorned a private Cabinet of her's, during 
her guilty Greatneſs. This abandoned 
Woman, whoſe Name ought not to be 
mentioned in the ſame Breath with the 
virtuous Maintenon 's, had cauſed the King 
to be repreſented in this ſcandalous Piece 
at the Head of his Army, but at the ſame 
Time turning about and gazing attentive. 
ly, and with a. paſſionate: look, upon a 
naked Woman at ſome Diſtance, with all 
her own Features, who ſtretched careleſsly 
upon a Bed of Flowers, ſighed out theſe 
tender Words, Ah! When will Mars. re- 
ſtore him to me e and Love:? 1 | 


- 
48 


But 


(#44) 


But this Care of the King's to "I 
Nladam de Maintenon lodged ſo near him- 

ſelf, was but a flight Indication of their 
Marriage when compared with: others; 
he uſed to ſhut himſelf up alone with her, 
and ſpend ſeveral Hours every Night in 
her Apartment. As often as they went 
in a Coach together; he ſeated her next 
to himſelf; at Maſs; ſhe always ſat in one 
of the little Boxes built on Purpoſe for the 
King and the Queen. She dreſt and un- 


[4 reſt: before his Majeſty, who called her 


Madame, pronouncing the Word ſhort to 
diſtinguiſh- her from his Siſter-in-Law the 

Dutcheſs of Orleans. So that though he 
did not publickly own his Marriage, he 
did all that lay in his Power to make 
it otherwiſe appear to the whole World, 
that ſhe was his lawful Wife. He even 
gave his Painter Mynard leave to repre- 
ſent her in an ermined Mantle, in the Cha- 
racter of St. Frances, ſaying, that St. Frances 
was worthy of that Honour. 


This 


(25) 
This Picture, as the moſt beautiful that 
waseverdone for her, deſerves ſome Notice 
in this Place. The Painter made it ex- 
tremely lively without the leaſt Flattery. 
He gave her neither Bloom nor Youth, 
but juſt ſo much Fire in her Eyes, ſo much 
Dignity, Sweetneſs, and Expreſſion in her 
every Feature, as to make it vye with the 
Flights of the warmeſt Imagination; in 
ſhort, it did as much Honour to Lewis's 
Taſte in chuſing a Wife, as another Pic- 
ture by the ſame Hand did to every other 


great Quality of his, that lay within * 
reach of the Pencil. - 


EE de Maintenon perfeatly ſeconded 
the King,! in his Endeavours to hide in one 


Senſe, and reveal i in another this myſteri- 
ous Affair. She gave Way to every Wo- 

man in Court without Exception; and ſhe 
could never be prevailed upon to admit 
any Audiences from any of the Foreign 
Miniſters, who uſed to beſiege her Doors 
for that Purpoſe, after paying their Re- 
ſpects to the Royal Family, except the 


C Pope $ 


( 26) 


Pope's Nuncios, and afterwards the Spaniſb 
Ambaſſadors ; 


men, and a Coachman ; a Suit of Tapeſtry 
Hangings from the King's Wardrobe, and 


:a Service of Plate of rio more than fifteen 


hundred Livres value ; ſhe refuſed every 
Diſtinction that had eſſentially annexed to 


it the Title of Queen of France, but ac- | 


cepted every Honour that belonged to 
her merely as a Wife to its King. F 


Going one Day to the Came of the 


Great Carmelites at Paris, which the 


Queens of France have alone the Privi- 
lege of entering, the Superior met her at 
the Gate, and faid, * You are no Stranger 
to our Cuſtoms, Madam, and mult judge 
for yourſelf”, Mother, replied Madam de 
Maintenon, you may always admit me. 
The Abbe de Choify having dedicated to 
her his Verſion of the Imitation af Jeſus 
Chriſt, gave for its Frontiſpiece a Woman, 
reſembling Madam de Maintenon, upon her 
Knees before a Crucifix, with the follow- 


ing 


0 
[1 * 


ſne had only a Steward, a 
Butler, a Cook, three Footmen, two Wo- 


( 7) 

ing Words of the P/almift under ke; A 
Audi Filia mea: & inclina aurem tuam ; & 
obliviſcere Domum Patris tui: Rex concu- 
piſcet decorem tuum. Liſten, O Daughter ! 
and incline thine Ear; forget thy Father's 
Houſe, for the King ſhall deſire thy Beauty. 
It is remarkable, however, that this Fron- 
tiſpiece was not to the ſecond Edition. | 


"Theſe Indications had fo far the deſired 
Effect, that very few Perſons were blind 
enough not to conſider Lewis the XIV, 
and Madam de Maintenon as lawful Man 
and Wife; but there were Numbers, who, 
Slaves to Prejudice, blamed him for mar- 
rying her at all; while others were equally 
ſevere upon him, for being himſelf fo far a 
Slave to it, as not to give her, when he 
had married her, all the Honours ſhe had 
a right to as his Confort. The latter ſeem- 
ed the beſt grounded Reproach. Many 
Sovereigns had before him married their 
Subjects, but few had permitted the Sub- 
jects they thus married to continue in the 
private Rank in which they had found 

6 them; 


® 
| 
| 


(28). 
them; and it is probable, that Lewis's Be- 


hayiour to Madam de Maintenon was more 
the Effect of Moderation in her, than Slight 


in him. She might perhaps 1 imagine, that 


the Reſtraints he ſhould in this Way meet 
in ſatisfying his Paſſion, would prove the 
Means of making it more eager and laſt- 


ing, an Argument which muſt go a great 
Way with a Woman, who loved the 
Man more than ſhe did the King, and 


was beſides deſirous of keeping him at 
any Rate within the bounds of his Duty 
as a Chriſtian. Certain it is, that if this 


was her View, it was crowned with the de- 


ſired Succeſs. Lewis was never known to 
be guilty of the leaſt Infidelity to her, and 
was ſo fond of her in her ſixty-ninth Lear, 
that he complained to her Director of her 
not indulging him in all theſe Freedoms, 
which as a Huſband. he thought himſelf 
entitled, but which ſhe, conſidering her 


great Age, might conſider as W 
impertinent and ridiculous. | 


The 


* 29 2B 4 


The Year DER the Koi 8˙8 "Matte | 
with Madam de Maintenou, a Fiſtula, with 
which he had been long afflicted, grew to 
ſuch a Head, that he could O jonger ride, 
or even fit for any conſiderable Time with- 
out the greateſt Pain. It therefore be- 
came neceſſary to do ſomething towards 
a radical Cure, but what that ſomething 
ſhould be was the Queſtion, for Surgery 


had not as yet attempted the Cure of it 
by the Knife, with Succeſs enough to lay 


Hands on a great Monarch, and it was 
found to he out of the Reach of internal 
Medicines. However, as no Time was to 
be loſt,” Louvois reſolved to ſee how far 
Experiments might ſerve to Point out an 
adequate Remedy for ſo terrible a Diſor- 
der; he ordered ſeveral Perſons afflicted 
with it to his Hotel, where Felix, the King's 
firſt Surgeon, exerciſed his Art upon them 
in preſence of Fagon, his Phyſician. | Moſt 
of the unhappy Patients died, as uſual, un- 
der their Hands; and though their Bodies 
were removed out of the Houſe with* all 
0 3 ima- 


5 * 
7 5 
9 * 


=. = 
imaginable Precaution, enough of them 
were diſcovered to occaſion a Report, that 
a Conſpiracy againſt the King had been 
happily brought to light; that the Mini- 
ſter himſelf examined the Conſpirators, 
and cauſed them to be diſpatched pri- 
vately by Poiſon or Torture. This re- 
port immediately ſpread itſelf all over the 
City. Terror and Amazement ſeized on 
the Minds of the People 3 no one ap- 
proached the Miniſter without Trembling, 
or ventured to ſpeak of State Affairs, every 
Man fearing an Informer in his beſt 
Frie nd. | 
The King was kept an entire 4 
to theſe unfortunate. Experiments, but 
Lagen could not conceal them from Madam 
de Maintenon, who fluctuated between the 


fear of the King's dying under the Opera - 


tion, if ſhe permitted him to undergo it, 


or by the diſeaſe itſelf, if ſne did not. Felix 


at laſt, by Means of ſome new Inſtruments 
which he invented, had better Succeſs in 
the Hoſpital of Invalids ; and the King, 


upon the Report of Louvois, and by ne 
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Advice of Faxes, told him, that he would 
abandon himſelf entirely to his Skill. 

Early on the Morning fixed for this im- 
portant Operation, the firſt Phyſician, the 
firſt Surgeon, Father de /a Chaiſe, Madam 
de Maintenon, and Lou vois, repaired with 
great Secreſy to the King's Apartment; 
Grief and Fear appeared in every Counte 
nance. The King alone, with an undaunt- 
ed Air, ſaid to Felix, make as many In- 
cilions as you judge neceſſary, but finiſh 


the Operation at once. Felix, now ready 


to lay Hands upon his Sovereign, repre- 
ſented to himſelf the many fatal Accidents 
that might happen; the Cry that would 
be raiſed againſt him, if the King ſhould 
happen not to ſurvive the Operation; the 
bitter Regret he ſhould feel for it as long 
as he lived. His Blood froze in his 
Veins. Fagon, only bolder perhaps be- 
cauſe ne was not ſo deeply concerned, gave 


him a look that re- aſſured him. The Con- 


feſſor raiſed his Eyes to Heaven; and Lou- 
vois, reflecting on all the C onſequences of 
ſo dangerous a Secret, remained immove- 


C 4 able 


(32) 
able at the Bed-ſide: he thought that he 
already ſaw France demanding of him her 
King, and. the Dauphin his Father, and 
making him accountable for his Life. 
Madam de Maintenon felt every Stroke given 
to the King. All trembled, yet all con- 
cealed their Fears, leaſt they ſhould alarm 
the Royal Patient; who, with his Eyes, 
ſought in the Countenance of Bontems, his 
faithful Groom of the 1 Roa if W 
was any Danger. — 

Felix, at laſt, calling up all his Spe, 
cut with a bold but friendly Hand to the 
deepeſt Roots of the Diſeaſe. All the Aſ- 
ſiſtants groaned ; Madam de Maintenon 
gave a great Scream; the King had ſo much 
Command over himſelf, that not the leaſt 

Sigh was heard to eſcape him. | 
At Eight the Doors were th 50 4 
the whole Court was informed, that a Ca- 
pital Operation had been that Morning 
performed on the King, but no one as yet 
could tell what it was. The Dauphin flew 
to the King's Apartment, and, bathed in 
T cars, thtew himſelf —— at the Bed's 


Feet, 


(33) ? 


Feet, from ia perceiving Madam a: 


Maintenon, he thanked her in the warmeſt 


Terms for having preſerved his Father. 


The ſame Day Lewis gave Audience to 


the Ambaſſadors, and held a Council with 


his Miniſters ; but though the King was 
well, the Man ſuffered ; it was even found 
neceſſary to open the Wound and make 


new Inciſions. Sire, ſaid Madam de Main- 


tenon to him one Day, during this cruel 


State of Pain and Uncertainty, you haye 
| ſuffered a great deal. Yes, replied the 


King, * in ſeeing you ſuffer.” 1 

A preſent Cure, however, was at laſt al⸗ 
fected, and it was attended with this popu- 
lar Pleaſure to the King, that from the > EX- 
traordinary Tenderneſs Madam de Main 
tenon expreſſed for him during the whole 
Courſe of his Illneſs, he might moſt cer. 


| tainly conclude, that he had found a Wa; 


man more attached to his Perſon, than, to 

his Dignity... 5 4 
Tho? Madam de Monteſpan v was. denied 
Admittance to the King on the Day of of. the 
firſt Operation, and now no longet accom- 
panied him in his Tours to the Royal 
Ci Houſes, 


* 


434) 
Houſes, ſhe was yet permitted to remain 
at Court. Madam de Maintenon, as I be- 
fore obſerved, might have eaſily removed 
ber, but ſhe thought the King was now 
ſufficiently Proof againſt her Charms, and 
as to any private Pique, ſhe had none to 
indulge; on the contrary, ſhe prevailed 
on his Majeſty to ſettle on the forſaken 
Miſtreſs a Penſion of twenty-four Thou- 


ſand Lewis dor's a Year, while ſhe con- 


tented herſelf with the moderate Income 
of ſixty-cight Thouſand Livres, nor would 
ever permit the King to make any Addi- 


tion to it. Thus his Miſtreſſes coſt him 


more in a Month, than his Wife in a whole 
Tear. What a Diſproportion muſt this 
appear; eſpecially when we conſider, that 
the former either hoarded up or ſquan- 
dered all they got, whereas the latter ſaved 
nothing, and ſpent moſt, one might al- 
moſt by the whole of her Income, in re- 
keving thoſe. Diſtrefles, which the Me- 
narch's unwarrantable Fondneſs for the 
firſt had too great a Share in conling, 


bel 


* 


as 


laſted, ſpent at the Rate of Fifty-thouſand © 
Crowns a Month, wondered that People 


ſhould call it Prodigality, ſurprized even 
the Courtiers by her ingratitude, and died 


in Debt. We muſt not, however, imagine, 


that it was merely to gratify Monteſpan, , 


that Madam de Maintenon employed her 
Intereſt to obtain her ſo large an Allow 
ance; that were falling into one Extreme 

to avoid another. No, Madam de Mainte- 

non knew that Monteſpan was too avaricious 

to ſpend at ſuch a Rate, and therefore con- 

fidered the greateſt Part of what the King 

allowed her as ſo much laid by for his Chil- 

dren by wat Lady, whom Madam de 

Maintenan paſſionately loved, both becauſe 

they were his, and becauſe ſhe had reared 

and educated them, 


Madam de Maintenon e 
the Moderation with whieh ſhe ſet out, 
and for this Reaſon, though ſhe tenderly 
toved her Brother, could never acquire his 
Affection. He aſked for every Thing, 
the would ſolicit for nothing. But he re- 


denged himſelf by giving her every oY. 


new ® 


(3690 
new Mortifications. After five Years Ab- 
ſence he again appeared at Verſailles, made 
himſelf ridiculous by affecting to ſurpaſs 
all the Courtiers in Grandeur; and then, 
without taking Leave of his Siſter, ſud- 
denly ſet out for Paris, to diſplay in every 
publick Place the Airs of a Second Rate 
Favourite, or abandon himſelf in ſuſpected 
Houſes to the laviſh Expences of obſcure 
Luxury. He even affected to converſe 
with the Malecontents, and exclaim againſt 
the Miniſters, and take particular Delight 
in Monteſpan's Company. Well, there; 
fore, might the Duke 4 Zune, Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan's $ Brother, out, that 
Madam de Maintenon ſurpafſo * his Siſter, 
as much as himſelf did her Brother. 


The Count 4 Aubigne, however, felt the 1 
Effects of the King's Affection for his 
Siſter. His Myeſty made him a Lieute- 
nant-General, though he could neither 
boaſt nor claim by Senibrity or Merit, ſo 
high a Rank; and gave him the Govern- 
ment of Berry, though ſolicited by Noble- 


* men. much better entitled to it. But "M 


this 


(37) 

this was not enough to ſatisfy him. He 
applied to his Siſter for the high Poſt of 
Conſtable of France, though 5 late never 
given, on Account of the extraordinary 
Powers attached to it, but on Coronations, 
and ſome other very extraordinary Occa- 
fions, and then too, but for the ſhort Time 
theſe Ceremonies laſt. Madam de Main- 
tenon's Anſwer” to ſo extravagant a De- 
mand was equally magnanimous. She, 
among other Things, told him“, that if 
ſhe would, ſhe could not make Bin Con- 
ſtable; and if ſhe San the would riot 


4 


do it. a 4 . 1 TW off, a 37 


After all, perting we need not be 05 
much ſurpriſed at her not doing cer 
Thing for a Brother, who did not ſeem fir 
for any Thing, ſo that her Moderation 
muſt appear to greater Advantage in her 
Behaviour towards other Relations; who 
might do Honour to her Patronage. How 
ever, we find her denying her lovely and 


well beloved Mademoiſelle de Murgay. to 
Monſieur de Boufflers, as too good a Match 


-*. See the Engliſh Tranſlation of her Letters, 
Letter XXXIV. Vol. II. 


for 


( 38) 

for her, in order to beſtow her on the 
Count de Caylus, greatly his Inferior in 
Point of Rank and Fortune, and afterwards | 
refuling to employ her Credit to procure 
for the Marquis de Murgay, Mademoiſelle 
de Murgay's eldeſt Brother, a young Lady 
who would have been a very good Match 
for him, and with whom he was fallen 
deeply in Love. But perhaps ſhe thought 
they were ſo near to her, that to aſk any 
Thing for them, would be paying the King 
a bad Compliment, as ſuppoſing that 
his Majeſty could forget any of her Rel 
tions, though, in Fact, what he did for: 
them was little better. The young 
Caunteſs de Caylus had a trifling Penſion 
ſettled on her, and on her Wedding- day 
the King preſented her with a Pearl Neck- 
lace worth ten-thouſand Crowns, and at- 
terwards appointed her Huſband one of 
the Dauphin's Menins *. To her eldeſt 


This is the Name given in Spain to the 
young Boys of Quality, which are generally 
brought up with the Princes of that Country, 


The Princeſſes of Spain have likewiſe their Me- 


ines. | 
Brother 


( 39. } 
Brother , his Majeſty gave a Troop of 
Horſe, and to the youngeſt the Queen's 
1 of Dragoons. Their Father, 
the Marquis de Villette, though univerſally 
liked, nothing but a few Penſions as a Re- 
compence for Services, which entitled him 
to the higheſt Preferment. The poor 


Saint Hermints were an entirely ne- 
glected. 


It ls” much better with thoſe, who 
could only aſpire to the Honour of being 
her Friends ; not that ſhe aſked any Fa- 
vour for them more than for her Relations, 
but probably becauſe ſne could mention 
them with a better Grace than ſhe could 
the others; that, in moſt Caſes, was but 
what Gratitude required; this might have 
been deemed the Effect of too craving a 
Diſpoſition. Some of her Friends made 
their Fortune by Marriage, others were 
prefered, many obtained Penſions, and 
many more recovered the Favour they 
had forfeited through Careleſsneſs or In- 
Aan nnn, King's Buſineſs. 

10 


(40) 
To give ſome particular Inſtances, Made- 
moiſelle de Scuderi obtained a Penſion of two 
thouſand Livres; Deſboulieres, very large 
Preſents; and Racine and Deſpreaux con- 
ſiderable Sine: cures; and the famous Mar- 
quis de Bufſi was recalled from his Exile. 
Though ſome of Madam de Maintenon's 
Relations might, in Appearance at leaſt 
have Reaſon to murmur at the few F. avours 
they received, no Subject could ever com- 
plain of having received any Injury from 
her. She never was known to counte- 


nance open Violence, or indulge private 
Reſentment. | 
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(a). 


1 
CHA b. Iv. 1 
Noily and St. Cr. 


ADAM de Maintenon was s always 
a great Lover of Children, fo that 
ſhe no e ſaw herſelf in Poſſeſſion of 
Maintetion, than ſhe opened and endowed 
Schools, in which thoſe of her Tetrants 
might be inſtructed in Religion, Reading, 
Writing, Domeſtick Duties, and uſeful 
Manufactures; but this was too little for 
ſo great a Mind, though, if practiſed by 
all thoſe who -n Lands, it would fon 


give the World a new Face; for ſuch, it 


muſt be allowed, are in a great Meaſure 
Arbiters of the Happineſs of the Reſt of 
Mankind. bog won 4c cen NI 
In Compliance therefore with this noble 
Paſſion, ſhe placed in different Conytnrs, 
a great Number of young Girls, the Chil; 
dren of decayed Tradeſmen, who had 


formerly lived in Credit, or of noble 


Families, who had impoveriſned them- 
ſelves: by fighting the Battles of their 


King 
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(42) 
King and Country, as the firſt, by not 
being brought up to Labour, and the 
laſt, by being of a Condition above the 


common Kinds of it, were moſt liable 


to the Danger of wanting Bread, or of 
purchaſing it at the Expence * their 


Virtue. 


Of theſe cd ſhe had vpn 


af fifty in the Year 1682, three Years be- 


fore that in which we have from the beſt 
Authorities fixed her Marriage, and ſuch 
was her CEconomy at a Time her Reve- 
nues ſcarce exceeded fifty-thouſand Livres 
a Tear; and this Qfconomy ſhe further 
improved by giving the: Preference to the 


Children of new Converts. : 


While Things were in dis Situation, 
Meſdames de Brinon and de St. Pierrg, two 
Nuns of St. Ur/ula, an Order inſtituted for 
the Education of young Women and Chil- 
dren, after wanderinz about for a long 


Time from Place to Place, and from one 


Relations Houſe to another, in Search of 


that Support which the indiſcreet Admi- 


niſtration 


= 2 * A; oy ” * 

, ec 00 oa be 8 
„ N r . 5 
FFF 1 - 


. 4 > 3 


1 

niſtration of the Temporalities of their 
Convent had deprived them of, had Re- 
courſe to Madam de Maintenon, who be- 
ing well acquainted with their Indigence 
and Capacity, reſolved to relieve the 
one and employ the other, by collecting 
as many of her Penſioners as ſhe conveni- 
ently could, and putting them under the 
Care of theſe two Ladies . ' 


For this Purpoſe therefore ſhe m 
ately took a Houſe at Ruel, and furniſhed 
it at her own Expence; but even this was 
too little for her Zeal; ſhe increaſed the 
Number of her Penſioners ſo faſt, that ſne 
ſoon had one hundred, and did it with ſo 
much Secrecy and Prudence, that though 
Ruel was at no great Diſtance from Ver- 
failles, neither the King or Courtiers ſuf- 

pected any Thing of the Matter. 

| To this Place Madam de Maintenon often 

repaired, to ſee what Progreſs her little 
Daughters made in their Education, 
and uſed egy to Ml e them 
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(4) 
Herfelf.” How I long to be in that Houſe 
which I fo desrly love', was an Expreſſion 
that often occurred in the Letters ſhe uſed 
to write to Madam de Brinon, during the 
ſmall Interval of Abſence, which her Sta- 
tion frequently occaſioned. | 
Io have therefore the better Opportu-- 
nity of fatisfying this charitable Longing, 
ſhe reſolved to bring them nearer to her, 
and applied to the King for one of the 
Houſes, which his incloſing the little Park 
of Verſailles, and enlarging the great one» 
had rendered uſeleſs. His Majeſty of- 
fered her the Caſtle of NV. ih. which was 
one of the fineſt; but Madam de Mainte- 
non, whoſe Ambition did not aim fo high, 
let him know the Uſe ſhe wanted a Houſe 
for, told him that the ſmalleſt Farm Houſe 
would be ſufficient. Fhe King however en- 
gaged her to accept the C -aſtle, by telling 
her, that, to preſerve the Building, it Was 
requiſite it ſhould be inhabited. 'E 
On the Day fixed for the Tranflation; the 
Girls were e divided 1 into four Claſſes, each 
WT Cle 


F486) 
Claſs teing diſtinguiſhed by the Colour of 
the Ribbon with which their Caps were 
tied; theſe were blue, yellow, green, and 
red. Black Was to be the Reward of 
Met... 

Madam de Maintenon. being deſirous 
that the Peaſants on her Lands might par- 
take of the Benefit of this Eſtabliſhment, 
compoſed a Body of their little Daughters, 
whom ſhe called the Siſters of Charity, or 
the blue Girls, from the Habit ſhe gave | 
them, and lodged them in a Pavilion at 
the Foot of the Caſtle, where the Penſi- 
oners were, by Turns, uſefully and agree- 
ably employed in inſtructing them. 

She now viſited her little Family every 
Day, taught the Claſſes, viſited the Sick, 
dined in the Refectory, and often upon 
the ſame Proviſions with the Children; for 
whofe greater Encouragement and Edifica- 
tion, ſne always had five or ſix of the Gen- 
teeleſt and moſt agrecable with her at the 
Palace. | 


Mean white Madam a Brinon, who 


acted as Superior of this Community, hav= 
ing 


(46) 

ing betrayed an Inclination for Money, 
Madam de Maintenon ſettled a Thouſand 
Livres a Year upon her, and provided for 
her Relations, who were very numerous 
and very poor, in order to hinder fo dan- 
gerous a Paſſion, to whatever Cauſe it 
might be owing, from proving prejudicial 
to this her darling Inſtitution, 


"So much Zeal and Prudence made the 
Ladies of the Court deſirous of ſeeing the 
Objects of them; and at length the King 
himſelf, attended by the whole Court, came 
to take a Survey of it. His Majeſty thought 
himſelf in a new World. All admired 
and praiſed what they faw; Madam de 
AMonteſpan, who might have done a great 
deal more, and had done nothing, was 
confounded. 


Such a Viſit ſoon ſpread the Report of 
this Eſtabliſhment all over the Provinces, 
and- Petitions immediately flowed in from 
allQuarters upon the charitable Foundreſs. 
This engaged the King to ſettle a Fund 


upon his Alms towards enabling her to 
take 
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©4355) 
take in a greater Number of Girls; but as 
this Addition was too ſmall for to afford 
| Relief to all who applied, ſhe fold her 
Jewels, her Horſes, and evetl her Clothes 
to ſupply the Deficiency. She was in par- 
ticular ſo moved with the Poverty of the 
Nobility, and the Sight of the Children 
that were preſented to her on this Occa- 
| fion, that ſhe could not help mixing her 
Tears with theirs, and telling them for 
their Comfort. Providence will not 
abandon you ; I was born 2s poor as you, 
and a great deal more unhappy ?* Beauty 
Joined with Poverty never ſuffered a De- 
nial ; to ſnatch from the Seduction of the 
World, thoſe Girls whole Charms expoſed 
them moſt to its Snares, was one of her 
favourite Charities. 

At length her Gn made her 
break through the Law ſhe had preſcribed 
to herſelf, of never demanding any Thing 
of the King. She repreſented to him, that 
after doing ſo much for the Sons of his 
Nobility, "by eſtabliſhing Companies of 
Gentlemen upon his Frontiers, it became 

in- 
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(43) 
incumbent on him to do ſomething, for 


the Daughters, who being the weakeſt Sex, 
were more expoſed to Danger and Di- 


ſtreſs; many of them being obliged to 
wander from Province to Province, as no- 
thing remained with their Fathers but the 
Remembrance of their Services, or the 
Tokens of the great Actions performed 


by their Anceſtors. i 


That it was equally his enn to lech 


. een Rewards, that noble Emu- 


lation ſo remarkable in the French Nobi- 
lity, to ſacrifice their Lives and their For- 


tunes in his and their Country's Service.” 


In Conſequence of theſe Repreſenta- 


tions, the King ordered Inquiries to be 


made into the Condition of his Nobility, 
and the Report made to him of the Po- 


verty of many whoſe Fathers had died in 


his Service, aſtoniſned him to ſuch a De- 
gree, that he could not help making it 


his moſt frequent Subject of Conver- 


ſations. Madam de Maintenon, whoſe fer- 


vent Charity, made her watch every fa- 


„ ante M ouräble 


(9), 

E #ourable' Moment, and whoſe good Senſe 
afforded her the Means of improving them, 
took proper Advantage of this the King's 
Diſpoſition; ſne enlarged on the Benefits 
that would accrue from the Eſtabliſhment 
ſhe had begun, and told him, that a good 
Education would perpetuate Sentiments 
of Virtue and Honour in their Families, 


where ſuch Sentiments were moſt expected, 


and would be of the greateſt Service in 


communicating them to the reft of his 
People. | 


The King, though conviticellihy theſe 


Arguments of the Reaſonableneſs of her 
Propoſal, - yas no leſs aſtoniſhed at the 
Boldneſs and Grandeur of it, and therefore 
Aaid to her, But, Madam, what would 
you be at? No Queen of France ever did fo 
much; however, he reſolved upon a Foun- 
dation for five- hundred Ladies cf Diſtinc- 
tion. But Louvois was ſo much ſtartled at 
the Expence of educating fo many, and 
Madam de Maintenon at the Difficulty of 
doing it, that they confined themſelves to 
2 and fifty, of which thirty-ſix 
&-. 5 


5 


. 
were to be Miſtreſſes tied down by Vows, 
from which the Biſhop might diſpenſe them, | 
and twenty-four Lay Siſters, bound in the 
fame Manner. 

Madam de Maintenon now fat down to 
calculate the Expence, and did not forget 
the minuteſt Triffle; in doing this ſhe ob- 
ſerved a Golden Mean between Superflu- 
ity and Want. Her next Care was to find 
out a proper Place for this Eſtabliſhment, 
as the Situation. of it was left entirely to 
Her Choice, that ſhe might be able to viſit 
-her Children often, without going far 
from Verſailles. 


The King had propoſed Verſailles itſelf, 
or ſome Place between it and the Caph. 
tal, but Madam de Maintenon thought beft 

to have it at ſome Diſtance from Yer /ailles, 

and at the other Side of it, that the young 

Ladies might be as little ſubje& as poſ- 

ſible to dangerous and importunate Viſi- 

tors ; confiffencly with Advantage of be- 
ing near enough to the Palace io receive 
their Support from thence, and be warmed 
by the firſt Rays from the Throne, 
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6 
At length ſhe, with the King's Appro- 
XZ bation, fix d upon a little Village called St. 
Sr, and his Majeſty purchaſed the Houſe 
and Deſmene there, from which that Vil - 
lage takes its Name, for the Sum of nine- 
ty-one thouſand Livres. This Place, 
beſides being within half a League of 
Verſailles, might be eaſily encloſed in the 
Park, and thereby receive a double Secu- 
rity from thoſe Inſults, to which more diſ- 
tant Convents are ſometimes expoſed. As 
this Houſe was too ſmall to contain fo 
great a Number, and his Majeſty was im- 
patient to ſee the Undertaking finiſhed, 
the Miniſter immediately ſet above two 
thouſand ſix hundred Men to repair and 
enlarge it; ſo that in ſpite of all the 
Obſtacles created by its Marſhy Soil, 
it was finiſned in fifteen Months. But, 
though the Expence amounted to fifteen 4 
hundred thouſand Livres, ſo great a Hur- 
ry cauſed many Faults to be committed, 
which neither all the Magnificence f ; 
Lewis, nor the elegant Stile of Manſard, the 
Architect, could hide or make amends for. 


2 All | 


632) : 

All the Wood employed in the Addi. 
:tions and Reparations was green and un- 
ſeaſoned ; the Ground Floor was laid too 
low by more than fix Feet, ſo that its large 
and numerous Cellars became ſo many 
Sinks and common Sewers ; the Springs, 
they ſought for were loſt by removing the 
Earth, or their Sources turned by digging 
the Cellars, which made it neceſſary to 
erect a Machine at ſome Diſtance to raiſe 
Water into a Reſervoir, and an Aqueduct | 
to convey the Water from thence into all | 
the Offices of the Houſe. The Door of 
the Church was placed in a Corner behind 
the Ceach-houſes ; the Organs and the 
Confeſſionals were put together, though 
their Uſes are ſovery different. It was lately 


found neceſſary to repair Part of the Build- 
ing, the Foundation of which had funk 


five or ſix Inches, and build an Aquedu&t 
to keep the Cellars dry at the Expence of 
eighty thoufand Livres. In fine, this 
Houſe requires ſuch frequent and heavy 
Repairs, that the preſent King has been 


2 AY) 
| Heard to fay, I find it will be neceſlary” . 
to build them a Houſe in another Place. 
The Inſide ſhews the Genius of Ma- 
dam de Maintenon, who regulated with the 
7 niceſt Attention, whatever could contri- 
bute to the Elegance of the Church, and 
the Conveniency of the great Aſſembly 
Room, the Refectory, the Offices, the four : 
Schools, and the Dormitories, which ſur- 
paſs any Thing that can be here ſaid of. 
them. 


The King committed to her the Care 
of Furniſhing it, and allowed her to take 
what Sums ſhe pleaſed for that Purpoſe. 
This Permiſſion alone was more than 
enough to make her frugal, and ſhe ex- 
pended but fifty-thouſand Crowns for 
that Purpoſe. Her Frugality likewiſe ap- 
peared in calculating the annual Expence 
of this noble Foundation at no more than 
one hundred thouſand Livres, whereas Lau- 
vois made it amount to double that Sum. 
The King fixed upon a Mean, and endow- 
dd the Houſe with fifty thouſand Crowns 
but the Event has ſhewed that this Sum 
3 92.3 was - 


+. (94) 
was too ſmall, and that Madam de Main- 
tenon was equally moderate in aſking for 
others, and in aſking for herſelf. 


While theſe Things were doing at Ver- 
Sailles, the Abbe Gobelin, Madam de Main- 
tenon's Director, was employed in examin- 
ing the Vocations of ſuch of the young 
Ladies as were deſirous of retiring from 
the World, and had Talents for the Edu- 
cation of Youth; and Madam de Brinon, on 
the other Hand, was drawing up a Body 
of Statutes for their Obſervance, but not 
without conſulting Madam de Maintenon, 
upon whom ſhe often waited at Verſailles 

for that Purpoſe, 


Boileau and Racine afterwards reviſed 
the Stile ; the Biſhop of Chartres, the Abbe 
 Gebelin, and Father de la Chaiſe corrected 
the more eſſential Faults; and Cardinal 
Ranucci, the Pope's Nuncio, was ſo well 
Pleaſed. with them when finiſhed, that he 
ſent a Copy of them to his Holineſs, 


—_— 
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C H. A 
St. Cyr's, glorious Work begun by Tow 
| de Maintenon. 


OTHING was now- wanting to 
crown the Work but a royal Edict 
of Erection, and this the King iſſued in 
June 1686. The Parliament regiſtered it 
the ſame Month. The Preamble of this 
Edict is truly becoming the Father of his 
People, but too long to be inſerted here. 
I ſhall therefore paſs on to the more 
eſſential Parts of it; but muſt firſt pre- 
miſe, that in all the Edicts concerning this 
Houſe, as well as in common Diſcourſe, it 
18 indifferently called the Houſe of S.. 
Cyr, or the Houſe of St. Lewis and that 
of its inhabitants; the Miſtreſſes are called 
ſimply the Ladies, and the Scholars the 
young Ladies of St. Cyr or St. Lewis, How- 
ever, as moſt of the Miſtreſſes were young 
enough, at the Time I ſpeak off, to de- 
ſerve the bèſt of theſe. Appellations, I ſhall 
confine myſelf for the Sake of greater 
D 4 Perſpicuity, 
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f 656) 
perſpicuity to thoſe of oe and. 
Scholars. 

The firſt Article ** 10 Number of 
Miſtreſſes to ſix- and- thirty, and orders. 
that they ſhould be choſen from among 
the Scholars. The Scholars are to be 
named by the Kings of France, who 
never chuſe any but ſuch as can prove 
four Deſcents of Nobility at leaſt, on the 
Father's ſide, 'and that by original Wri- 
tings; but no Proofs were required from 
thoſe who. had been taken. in at Noiſy, 
The Number of Scholars is not men- 
tioned in this Article, and that Part of 
it concerning the Miſtreſſes has been 
ſince altered, by his Majeſty's permitting 
as, many Lay-Siſters as ire to the 
Number of eighty. 

By the fourth Article the Scholars to 
be admitted muſt be full feven Years of 
Age and not exceed. twelve ; and are not. 
to leave the Community till they are 
twenty. 

The ſeventh Article gives the Com- 
munity leave to End back to their Relay 
1 | tions 
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tions any of the Scholars it may think 
proper; and to the Parents and Guardians 


of the Scholars, an equal Liberty of 
ſending for them. By this Article like- 
wiſe, both Miſtreſſes, Scholars, and Lay 
Siſters are to be received gratis; all: 


being expresſly prohibited. 


Preſents or Gratuities offered with chem 8 


The eighth and ninth Articles ſettle on 


the Community the Houſe, Lands and 


Lordſhip - of &. Or, the Revenues of 
the Abbey of St. Dennis, which the King 
had already given by a Brevet, and fifty 


thouſand Livres a Tear, 


to be taken 


upon the Domains of the Diſtrict of Paris; 


but tho”. the Revenues of St. Dennis 


amounted to- one: hundred and fourteen + 
thouſand Livres a Year, there were ſtill | 


wanting twenty thouſand ſeven hundred 


and fifty Livres towards the Endowment - 
of this Community, and therefore the 
King ſoon after ſettled. thirty thou- 
ſand Livres more upon it, to be 


D 5. 


taken upon the Domains of the Diſtrict”. 
E 


(58) 
of Paris. The tenth Article, expresſſy 
forbids the Community to receive any 
Kind of Addition to its Revenues, or any 
Benefaction, except from the Kings and 
Queens of France, or Madam de Main- 
jenon. 8 
The twelfth Article appropriates the 
annual Savings towards giving Portions 
to ſuch of the Scholars as may marry 
from the Community, directing at the 
ſame Time, that when theſe Savings may 
not be found ſufficient to anſwer that 
Purpoſe, the Deficiency ſhould be ſupplied 
out of the Royal Treaſury. As to the 
Scholars who chuſe a cloyſtral Life, they 
are to be received gratis into the Royal 
Abbeys, to which the King has the Right 
of naming. - Madam de Maintenon even 
- propoſed to obtain the King's Conſent for 
taking from theſe Abbeys a Sum equal 
to a Nun's Portion, to be given to every 
young Lady who left Sz. Cyr with an in- 
tention to marry. This Regulation was 
likely to facilitate their Succeſs in obtaining 
good Matches after her Death. While ſhe 
| lived, 


(59) | 
lived, theſe young Ladies, at the fame 
Time that they made their Huſbands 
happy by their Virtues, raiſed their For- 
tunes; ſuch, never failing to be made 
Farmers-General, Governors, or Lieute- 
nant-Governors. 5 
As to the Circumſtances of the Chil- 
dren who are to be received into this 
Houſe, it appears by the Preamble juſt 
now mentioned, that the King intended 
they ſhould be thoſe, whoſe Fathers had 
died in his Service, or by their neceſſary 
| Expences in War had been reduced to 
Poverty, and thereby diſabled from giving 
them a proper Education. Madam de 
Maintenon always required from the Can- 
Gidates Certificates of their Poverty, ſign- 
ed by their Biſhop, or his Grand Vicars, 
and preferred the moſt diſtreſſed and 
leaſt recommended. At preſent; this Re- 
gulation is often eluded. Gentlemen are 
always conſidered as Poor; perhaps 
the Meaning of the Word Poverty. has not 
as yet been determined. But furely a 
F oundation made in favour of diſtreſſed 
Nobility 


ä 
Nobility, ſhould not be perverted to the 
Gratification of avaricious Wealth. 

To conclude what the King did for this 
Houſe : he permitted it the Uſe of his 
Liveries for ever ; gave it for Arms, at 
Madam de Maintenon's Requeſt, a Croſs 
lowered, with a Royal Crown over it, 
ſtrewed at the three Ends with Flowers de 
Lis; ordered a Medal to be ſtruck on the 
Occaſion ; in which the Ladies are repre- 
ſented according to their different Ages. 
The Profeſt are veiled, and wear a Kind 
of Mantle over their Habits. Piety is- 
ſeen under the Figure of a graceful Wo- 
man veiled, who preſides over this holy. 
Community, with this Legend 

C. C. C. Puellæ nobiles Sanciriane. 

Three-hundred were mentioned, as the- 
Number was not limited; and all included 
under the Word Puellæ, as moſt of the Miſ- 
treſſes, as already obſerved, were young 
enough for that Name. The King could not 
prevail upon Madam de Maintenon to let 
her Effigies grace this Medal ;. but inſiſted 
on her Name being mentioned in the Let- 

ter 8 
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6 61 ) 
ters Patent, where, contrary to the Stile of” 
the Chancery, ſhe is called Madame de 
Maintenon, inſtead of the Lady of Mainte- 
von; a ſufficient Proof of her being con- 
ſidered as Lewis's Wife. 


But the richeſt Gift Lewis beſtiwads on 
this Heuſe was Madam de Maintenon her- 
ſelf; for, beſides inveſting her by a Bfevet 
with all the Rights, Honours,.and Prero- 
gatives due to a Foundreſs, he appointed 
her perpetual Superior of it in Tempo- 
rals; and with the Conſent of the Biſnop 
of Chartres, in whoſe. Dioceſe. it lies, of 
Spirituals alſo. The Pope approved the 
latter Part of this Nomination by a ſpe- 
cial Brevet, in which he beſtows the greateſt 
Praiſes upon her. His Holineſs would 
never have done ſo much, had ſhe been 
only the King's Miſtreſs. 


Though none of the Regulations, con- 
cerning the interior Government of the 
Houſe, are mentioned in this Edict, as be- 
ing either of a ſpiritual Nature, or too 
trivial to be taken Notice of in ſo ſolemn 
5 n 
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an Inſtrument, we think it cannot be 
diſagreeable to the Reader, to find in this 
Place ſuch of them as we have been able 
to come at; for though they are a Maſter- 
piece of good Senſe and Devotion, and 
might therefore be of Uſe in reforming 
the Errors of other Communities, the 
World has not as yet been obliged with a 
compleat Collection of them. 

A new Superior is to be elected every 
three Years, but without Prejudice to 
Madam de Maintenon's perpetual Superi- 


ority, of which! juſt now took Notice. 


No Child is to be admitted *till ſhe has 
been exactly viſited, and found to have no 
Defect of Body or Mind. By this Means, 
the Effects of contagious Diſeaſes, of Tem- 
per, and Conſtitution are prevented. Com- 
paſſion at firſt condemned this Rule, but a 
more reaſonable e N afterwards 
approved it. 

The Dreſs of the Miſtreſſes, which is of 
Madam de Maintenon's Invention, reſem- 
bles that of the Ladies of Miramion, ex- 


cepting the Cap, which, to pleaſe his Ma- 


jſt, 
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jeſty, was made larger. He likewiſe added 
a Gold Croſs for theſe Ladies, and a large 
training Mantle to be worn by them in the 
Choir. The Scholars to have an uniform 
' Dreſs, conſiſting of a Gown and Petticoat 
of brown Crape of Mars, an under Pet- 
ticoat of unbleached Linnen in Summer, 
and red Bays in Winter, and a white quilted 
Cap, with ſeveral rows of Plaits on the fore 
Part, and tied up with Ribbons of the 
| ſame Kind of Colour with the Claſs, to 
which they ſcverally belong. 

The Scholars rife at Six, hear Maſs at 
Eight, Breakfaſt at Nine, dine at Eleven, 
read by Turn during Dinner and Sup- 
per, are allowed to play and amuſe them- 
ſelves after Dinner 'till one O'Clock, 
and then return to their Work *till Six, 
when they ſup. The Parlour is never 
open to them, but during the laſt fifteen 
Days of every Quarter, leſt too many 
Viſits ſhould claſh with their Exerciſes. No 
Collations are given to Strangers. A great 
Number of poor Families are relieved, by 
what the Relations of three-hundred Per- 

' ſons 


064) 
ſons would devour, . without being any” 
Thing the better for it. 

Every Claſs 18 divided into little Com- - 
panies, where all are taught with the 
greateſt Gentleneſs, and watched. with the 
greateſt Attention. The only Reward of 7 

- of Merit is the black Ribbon, which I be- 
fore mention'd, and Shame, in a Manner, 
the only Puniſhment of Miſbehaviour; 
the Genius of every Child is carefully con- 
ſulted, for the Miſtreſſes are too wiſe to 
pretend to force. Nature, or aim at any. 
- Thing but to direct and improve it. They 
are inſtructed in Ancient and Modern 
Hiſtory, Geography, Muſick, and Draw- 
ing. Great Care is taken to cultivate their 
Memory, correct provincial Pronuncia- 

tions, and form their Stile by little Compo- 
ſitions; but the greateſt Care of all is that 
taken to fill them with Sentiments ſuitable 
to their Birth and Station, give Modeſty, 
Simplicity, and Gracefulneſs to their Man- 
ners, and inſpire them with Principles of Re- 
ligion and Virtue; they are not permitted 
to ſee, hear, or read any Thing, which 
may 
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may not tend to promote theſe important 
Ends. Their Exerciſes are ſo diverſified; 
as to make the Days ſlide away agreeably- 
with very little Amuſement, and that little 
too is fo contrived as to * inſtructive 
to them. 

All rhoſe Preferences which create ſo. 
much Hatred and Diſguſt in other Schools, 
and all thoſe Familiarities which, by vio- 
- lating the Laws of Decorum, deſtroy the 
moſt tender Friendſhip, are baniſhed from: 
St. r. Here Beauty blooms without 
thoſe Attentions which often ſpoil it, and 
without thoſe Praiſes which are ſo apt to 
vitiate the Hearts of thoſe who poſſeſs it. 
To praiſe the Charms of any of the young 
Ladies is. ſuck a Fault, that Madam de. 
Maintenon, to puniſh it in a Favourite of 
her's, did not-bring her back for-five Years. 
to St. Cyr. The Duty of pleaſing God is 
the only Principle of Action recommended 
to the young Ladies; and, accordingly, 
moſt of them embrace a religious Life; 
for though it was far from being Madam. 
de Maintenon's Intention to make St. Cyr a. 

| Seminary, 
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Seminary for the Convent, ſhe thought it 
had better be fo, then to ſupply the World 
with Wives not ſufficiently grounded in 
thoſe Principles, from which alone true 
Happineſs can be expected in the mar- 
ried, and every other State of Life. 
So much Care is taken of them in Health, 
as not to make them love the Infirmary 
and ſo much Tenderneſs and Concern 
expreſſed for them, when obliged to repair 
to it, as to leave them no Room to regret 
home. Madam de Maintenon even intended, 
not only to enlarge the Incloſure, to afford 
the Ladies more Air and Exerciſe, but to 
add another Building, by way of a Country 
Houſe for it, in a more wholeſome Situ- 
ation; the better to prevent or correct the 
Impreſſions which the Marſhineſs of the 
Spot, where St. Cyr ſtands, might have on 
her Children ; but the Diſorders of the 
Revenues, and the Neceſſities of the State, 
hindered her from applying to his Majeſty 
for the Sums neceſſary to carry theſe be- 
nevolent Deſigns into Execution, 

As 


OTE: 

As to thoſe Rules by which the Mik. 
treſſes | in particular are governed, I have 
nothing to ſay of them ; but it is evident, 
that theſe Ladies comply with their Vow 
of Inſtruction with extreme Application 
and ſuperior Capacity, This Houſe can 
boaſt of more Wit, ſolid Senſe, and Piety 
united, than any other religious Houſe 
whatſoever, Madam de Maintenon laid 
the Foundation of theſe good Qualities, 
by inſtructing the Miſtreſſes of the 
Claſſes in their Duty, and ſubmitting, 
for two Years together, to perform 
herſelf all the Offices of one. All the 

ſuperior Employments of the Houſe are 

filled by Votes, which Madam de Mainte- 
non ordained ſhould be entirely free, and 
they are always well filled, becauſe thoſe 
who command are ready to obey, and 
thoſe who obey equally worthy to com- 
mand; the Qualities of one Lady of Ste 
Lewis are the Qualities of all. 
Nothing could exceed the Aſtoniſhment 
of the Ladies, when, on their Arrival at St. 
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Cyr from Nei, all found their Apart- 
ments compleatly furniſhed ; every Thing 


was new, and though ſimple, very elegant. 
So much Order, amidſt fo great a Variety, 
ſeemed to vie with the fabulous Deſcrip- 


tions of Romances, They thought them- 
ſelves in an enchanted Place, and could 


never ſufficiently admire ſo many new got 


uniform Beauties. The Miſtreſſes, to ex- 


preſs their Gratitude for this Madam 4e 
Maintenon's maternal Care of themand their 


Pupils, ſent her a Gold Croſs, adorned” 


with Flowers de Lis, and inſcribed with 


theſe two Verſes of Racine, which are an 
ingenious Alluſion to the Croſs itſelf, and. 
do her who was to ear it, 


Alle eft notre Guide fals: Lr 
Notre felicite vient d'elle. 


Behold our faithful Guide; from her 
ſprings all our Happineſs. 
From the Year 1686 to the Year 17556 


eleyen hundred young Ladies have been 
received: 


-— 2. ws oi of 


received into St. Cyr, and of theſe to- 
hundred and ſeventy-five have died there 
under the Age of twenty. The Smallpox, 
the Phtiſick, Pleuriſies, Dyſenteries, and 
Sore Throats, are the common Diſorders 
among them ; but the firſt, though very 
frequent, is ſo very mild, that from the 
Year 1727 to the Year 1755 it carried 
off but five young Ladies. In ſhort, about 
twelve-hundred Families have already been 
relieved by this charitable Inſtitution. 

There is, therefore,' leſs Reaſon to be 
ſurprized, that the famous Anthony Arnauld 
ſhould praiſe it ſo much, though an Enemy 

to Father de la Chaiſe, who had ftrenuouſly 
. Tecommended 1t, than that others ſhould 
.cenſure it, Some ſaid it could not fail of be- 
coming in Time the receptacle of Impiety 
and Vice, on Account of its lying ſo near 

a gay and voluptuous Court; others, who 
could not blame the Thing in itſelf, qua - 
relled with the Motives of the Foundreſs. 
According to them, ſhe intended it as an 
Aſylum for herſelf, in Caſe ſhe ſhould hap- 
pen to be diſgraced; that the Diſtribution of 

: : | Places 
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Places made her Friends and Dependants; 
that ſhe wanted to efface the Follies of 

' Youth, by giving herſelf the Meritofa Foun- 
dreſs in her old Age; that ſince ſhe could 
not be a Queen, ſhe would be a Saint; and a 
Thouſand other Impertinences, which weak 
and wicked Minds alone could think proba- 
ble. As to her Deſign of making Friends 

by naming the Children that were to be 
received at S. Cyr, ſhe left to Father de la 
Chaiſe the Direction of the King's Choice, 
both to avoid the Acknowledgments due 
to ſuch a Benefit, and the Murmurs which 
Refuſals always occaſion. Though ſhe. 
could anſwer for the Uprightneſs of her 
Intentions, ſhe doubted of the Sourdneſs 


of her Judgment. 
But ſome went a great deal farther in 


foreign Countries, eſpecially where Calum- 
nies could not be puniſhed, or eaſily de- 
tected. In a Libel publiſhed by one of 
thoſe Enemies to Truth and Virtue, in- 
titled the Amours of Lewis XIV, that 
Prince is repreſented as entering S/. Or, 


and Gs his Handkerchief to the 
Faireſt 
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Faireſt of one hundred Beauties. We may - 
read in more than twenty Volumes, that 
Mademoiſelle de Laval, whom the Duke 
de Roguelaure married, was educated at St, 
Or, and ſo paſſionately loved by the King, 
that he created her Huſband a Duke and 
a Peer of France. Now Mademoilelle 4e 
Laval, fo far from having been brought 
up at St. Cyr, was married to Biran Duke 
de Roguelaure in 1683, three Years before 
that Houſe was founded, 


CHAR. 


(72) 


0 H A P. VI. 
Aberations at St. Cyr, Eſther, and Ad. 
| hah. 


ADAM de Maintenos began now 
to hope, that all her Cares, in re- 


gard to St. Cyr, were at an End; but ſha 
was not long permitted-to enjoy ſo pleaſ- 
ing a Miſtake. Though the Scholars were 
well inſtructed, their Miſtreſſes were very 
411 governed. Madam de Brinon, whom, 
contrary to one of the firſt Rules of the 
Houſe, and the King's Opinion, ſhe had 
appointed perpetual Superior, ſoon ſhewed 
that ſhe wanted that Humility, which 1s, 
perhaps, more requiſite in thoſe that com- 
mand, than in thoſe that obey. This Lady 
diſplayed ſo much Eloquence, in the Lec- 
tures which ſhe every Sunday uſed to give 
to the profeſſed Miſtreſſes and the Novices, 
that even Foreigners flocked to the Grate 
to hear her. Madam de Maintenon treated 
her with the higheſt Reſpect, prevented 
her Wiſhes, and omitted _—_ that could 


give 
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give her Conſequence. The King never 
came to St, Cyr, without ſhewing the kind- 
eſt Attention to her ; ; but ſhe 1 5 not a 
Head ſtrong enough to bear ſuch Honours; 
and, at length, a Whiſper from his Majeſty 
almoſt burned her Brain. The Difference 
between her Temper, and that of Madam 
de Maintenon, gave Occaſion to a great 
many Debates concerning the Government 
'of the Houſe ; and of every one ſhe took 
Advantage of her Title of Superior, and 
the Rights annexed to that Title by the 
Regulations of the Community; while Ma- 
dam de Maintenon's Modeſty Prevented her 
from mentioning hers, though far greater, 
and her Mildneſs from inforcing them. 
Madam de Maintenon even gave her Pre- 
cedence at Church, in the Gardens, ant 


in the Refectory, and ſhe was not sam 


to accept - A 


All, this, however, and” a. great: <a | 
more, Madam de _Maintenen would "hay e 


patiently ſubmitted to, had not Madam 4 


” AY 2 


Brinon's Behaviour in other Reſpects vi- 


een 
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Community. In the Choice of Novices 
ſhe ſuffered herſelf ro be guided by Pre- 
zudice in her Furniture and Manners ſhe 
ſhewed more of the haughty Abbeſs than the 
humble Nun, who ought to govern rather 
by Example than by Precept. She treated 
the Ladies with Inſolence, ſo that they 
never approached her without Trembling. 
In fine, in a Houſe where the moſt per- 
fect Harmony ſhould prevail, ſhe ſet one 


Part of the Members againſt another. 


While Madam de Maintenon was taking 
the beſt Meaſures to put a Stop to theſe 
Diſorders, Madam de Brinon was ſeized 
with a dangerous Illneſs. Upon this Ma- 
dam de Maintenon, forgetting all her Faults, 
ſent immediately to the King's Phyſician 
to attend her, and ſettled Courters on the 
Road between St. Cyr and Fountainbleay, 
where the Court then refided, to be the 
oftener informed of her Health : ſhe even 
brought the King to ſee her, when a little 
recovered ; but this Honour ſerved only 
to compleat her Intoxication; her Caprice, 
and her Infolence returned with her 
* 22600 | : Health ; 


Cas 
Health; and at length her Conduct became 
fo inſupportable, that Madam de Mainte- 
non thought proper ro depute lome Eccle- 
faſticks of Diſtinction, and even the Biſhop. 
of Chartres, to repreſent to her the ill Con- 
ſequence of it. Madam de Brinon objected 
the Regulations to all they could ſay, and, 
proved ſo obſtinate, that it was only in 
Obedience to the Advice of her Directors, 
that Madam de Maintenon did not leave all 


to her Management, and abandon the 
Undertaking, "gs 


* 


At length a Tour al Madam de Bri- 
non made among her Relations, under pre- 
tence of ill Health, convinced Madam 
Maintenon that the Ladies of Sf. Cyr were. 
capable of governing themſelves; and an- 
other: Tour, which ſhe made to the Wa- 
ters of Bourbon, proved that it was no 
longer ſafe to leave her among them. »- 

Madam de Brinon, it ſeems, brought 
home from the firſt a florid Com- 
plexion, but inſtead of conſidering it as 4 
fure Indication of Health, ſhe inſiſted on 

E 2 2 
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its not being natural, and that nothing but 
theſe Waters could do her any good. She, 
therefore, immediately ſet out for them 
W.cuuut waiting for the Biſhops* 8 Leave, 
travelled with a grand Retinue, and not 
only accepted, but claimed thoſe Honours, 

to which the Princes of the Blood, and 
the firſt Men in the Kingdom, had alone 
a right, and which Madam de Mainte. 
non never received but with 2 graceful 
Confuſion, 

In the mean Time Madam 4. Mainte- 
non laboured hard to reſtore Peace and 
good Order at St. Cyr, and though ſhe per- 
fectly ſucceeded, Madam de Brinon con- 
deinned every Thing that had been done 
in her Abſence; and had the Aſſurance to 
write to Madam de Maintenon, then With 
the King at Fountainbleau, that every Ac- 
cident that had lately happened -at &.. 
Cyr, and a Sickneſs which now caged there, 
was entirely owing to the Regulations 
eſtabliſhed during her Abſence. She weakly 
imagined Madam de Maintenon would put 
up with every Thing, rather than alperſe 

her 


(7) 

Ker own Judgment by complaining t to his 
Majeſty, againſt one ſhe had ſo warmly 
recommended to him, or contradict her 

Director, Monſieur Habelin, who thought 

the Community could not do without her. 

He did not ſufficiently reflect, that tho? 

great Abilities were neceſſary to form ſuch 
an Eſtabliſhment, great Virtues were {till - 
more neceſſary to fix and confirm 1 

But Madam de Brinon greatly impoſed 
upon herſelf, for Madam de Maintenon find_ 

a ing gentle Methods inſufficient to reclaim 
Þ ſtubborn a Character, began to treat 

her with leſs Kindneſs and F amiliarity; 
and being imformed that Madam de Bri- 

non accuſed the Ladies of St. Cyr with be- 

ing the Cauſe of this Coolneſs, and treated 
them accordingly with unuſal Harſhneſs 
| and Severity, ſhe permitted the Mother to 

take Place of the Friend, and obtained, 
from the King an Order for Madam de 
-Brinon's Removal; and from the Biſhop, 
another to require her Obedience to it, 

and an Abdication of her Authority. At 
the ſame T. ime, however, ſhe took every if 
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Precaution, that Affection and Prudence 
could ſuggeſt, to ſoften the Fall of this 
unfortunate Lady, and conſole her for it. 
She ſent a Lady of the firſt Rank to pre- 
pare her to receive the King's and the Bi- 
ſhop's Orders, and then deliver them: ſhe 
obtained for her a Penſion of two thouſand | 
Livres ; entered into a tender Correſpon- 
dence with her, and never ceaſed giving 
her Marks of the moſt unalterable em 
and Reſpect. 


The Morning after Madam 4 Brinow 8 
Departure from St. Cyr Madam de Mainte- 
non came there, and made the Ladies as 

kind an Apology for what ſhe had done, 

as though ſhe ought to have done nothing 
without their Advice: he told them, among 
other obliging Things, that ſhe: was de- 
ſirous of ſeeing, while ſhe was alive, how 

St. Cyr could be governed by a Superior 

drawn from its own.-Boſom ; that Madam 

de Brinon,accuſtomed to uncontrouled Do- 
minion, would have oppoſed that Trial ; 
that ſhe was willing to ſpare her Children 
the Inconveniences of a perpetual Superi- 
ETSY x or, 
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or, and Madam de Brinon the great Mor 
tification of an equal. | . 

St. Cyr now became Madam de Maize: 
non's only Paſſion. She would often be 
there by Six in the Morning, in order to 
take in the whole Day, and ſee the young 
Ladies riſe, as well as go to Bed. She 
would aſſiſt in combing their Hair, and 
dreſſing them. She would attend a Claſs 
a whole Day, to ſee if any Fault was com- 
mitted in the Conduct of it; and, if ſhe 
found any, continue this Aſſiduity till it 
was corrected. Nothing that promiſed 
any Advantage to St. Cyr could tire or diſ- 
guſt her. Sometimes ſhe would inſtruct 
the Novices, even give ſpiritual Leſſons 
to the profeſſed, which ſurpriſed the moſt 
myſtical... Tho* wholly intent upon one 
Thing, ſhe ſeemed never to loſe. n of 
any other. 

Pride beginning to 3 "elf among 
her Children, ſhe took: immediate Care to 
repreſs it ; the Pupils were employed in 
the meaneſt Offices, and by not being per- 
mitted to chuſe their Stations, were taught 

E 4 to 
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to deſpiſe none. But the moſt powerful 
 Leffon was her own Example. She ſub- 
mitted to the meaneſt Offices among the 
Lay-Siſters, and, by doing ſo, enobled them. 
As ſhe was one Day leaving the Kitchen 
to aſſiſt at ſome great Ceremony, Madam, 
ſaid ſomebody to her, you wil not ſmell of 
Muſk'. True, ſhe replied, but Who wal 
ſufpect that I am the Perſon'. . 
Equal Endeavours were employed to 
baniſh Idleneſs from among them, and 
promote a laudable Spirit of Diligence and 
Induſtry, of which ſhe was herſelf a moſt 
mining Pattern. She was always doing 
| ſomething or other, even when the King 
was with her. The Labour of the Hands, 
The often uſed to ſay, is the Pennance that 
God has impoſed upon ſinful Mortals'. 
| All her Domeſticks had Trades, and ex- 
erciſed them even in her Anti- chamber, 
While in thoſe of other Ladies the Ser- 
vants were gaming. Her Porter roſe from 
His Tools to give a civil Anſwer to an im- 
portunate Solicitation. Both Poor and 
"Rich might benefir by being barely ad- 
mitted 
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mitted to her Preſence; ; by ſeeing the firſt 
Lady of the Court dictate a Letter, and at 
the ſame Time turn a Spindle with as much 

Activity as if her Bread depended upon it: 

the firſt were conſoled for their being con- 
demned to perpetual Labour, andthe lat- 

ter reproached with their perpetual Idleneſs. 
Madam de Maintenon's Attention to the 
Improvement of her Children increaſing 
in Proportion to the Succeſs which attend- 
ed it, ſhe compoſed for their Uſe thoſe 
Converſations which go under her Name, 
and do ſo much Honour to her Taſte and 
good Senſe. . They were even taught to 
declaim, and acted among themſelves the 
Tragedies of Mariamne, Policutte, Aller- 
ander, and Iphigenia, upon a little Theatre 
erected in the Houſe. Ws $7548 
They afterwards acted als and | 


' fo well too, that Madam de Maintenon 


began to apprehend this Amuſement 
might produce Effects quite contrary to 

thoſe ſhe had in View. However, inſtead of 

entirely ſuppreſſing it, ſhe thought pro- 

Per to try if it could not be corrected; and 

for that Purpoſe, intreated the famous 

| E 5 Racine 
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'Racine to compoſe, at his Leiſure, a Kind 
of Moral or Hiſtorical Poem, but in the 
Manner of a Dialogue, and without the 
leaſt mixture of Love, telling him at the 
ſame Time, that he need not be very ex- 
aX, ſince it would remain buried within 
the Walls at Sz; Cyr, and was intended 
merely to inſtruct and amuſe a Parcel of 
Children. 4 310 

Racine pitched. upon the Hiſtory af | 


Efther, as containing every - Thing that 
.could pleaſe Madam de Maintenon, without 


-offending his Friend Anthony Arnaud, the 
Head of the Janſeniſt Party. Deſpreanx,, 
highly approved his Choice, and ſtrenu- 
ouſly adviſed him to execute his Deſign, 
-and imitate, in a regular Performance; the 
Chorus of the Greek Drama. Madam de 
 Maintenon was: charmed. with it; the Hil- 
tory was her own. The famous Moreau 

compoſed. the Muſick for the Chorus. 
Racine, who was as juſt. an Actor as he 
was an excellent Poet, took upon himſelf 
the Inſtruction of the young Ladies. The 
Actreſſes rehearſed their Parts twiee be- 
1.7 "007 1 fore 


(83) 4 
fore the King at Verſailles. A ſplendid: _ 
Theatre was erected at St. Cyr. Berin, who: 
had the Charge of ſuch Things for the 
Court, contrived and executed the Dreſſes 
and Decorations with the greateſt Taſte 
and Magnificence. 
This Piece was e ee 15 the firſt | 
Time, on the Eighth of February, 1689; 
but none except the principal: Officers, 
who attended the King in Hunting, were 
admitted. But his Majeſty liked it fo 
well, that he could talk of nothing elſe at 
Princeſſes eager to ſee it, and the ſecond 
Repreſentation gave more Pleaſure than 
the f | | P3347 
All was grand; every Thing w was man- 
aged with the greateſt. Dignity z the Cho. 
rus was abſolutely perfect; the Prayer of 
Eſther raviſhed-the whole Audience; the 
Prince, Son to the Duke of Orleaus, melted 
into Tears; the innocent Actreſſes were 
thought in the firſt Ardor of Admiration 
- to ſurpaſs the Raiſins and the Chammłle's; 
0p ſeemed formed for theſe pious Senti- 
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6849 
ments, which afterwards ſhocked the world 
ſo much in the Mouths of the latter. The 
King told Madam de Maintenon that no- 
thing was wanting to compleat the Per- 
formance, but the Preſence of the Ladies 
of St. Lewis, moſt of whom, fonder of 
Prayer than Entertainments of this Kind, 
ſpent the whole Time at Church, though 
a ſeparate Bench had been Seen in the 
Pit for them. 

Madam de Maintenon, FOR of guard- 
ing againſt the Scruples which ſhe fore- 
ſaw would be raiſed againft fo ſtrange and 
ſo new a Thing, as a Play at a Convent of 
Women, admitted none to the third Re- 

preſentation but ſome Biſhops, Father de 
la Chaiſe, with about a Dozen of his Bre- 
thern, and Madam de Miramion, followed 
by her moſt diſtinguiſhed Devotees, This 
- ſhe called the Saint's Day. The Saints ap- 
| plauded as well as others, and viſhed _ 
all Tragedies were Eſther. _ 
Act length this Piece became a Buſineſs 
of Importance. Fhe King intereſted him- 
ſelf ſo much in its Succeſs, that Monſieur 
de 


4 * 
— ö 
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„ 
de Pompore, a diſgraced Mmiſter, was re- 
ceived into Favour, after aſſiſting at it; 
and Marſhal 4 Eſtrẽes thought himſelf ob- 
bged to Apologize for not having praiſed 
it. As the Theatre could contam but 
two-hundred Spettators, and the Candi- 
dates for Places often amounted to ten 
Times that Number, the King made a 
Liſt for it, as for thoſe Fours of Pleaſure, 
in which it was conſidered as a diſtinguiſfing 
Mark of Favour to be permitted to accom- 
pany him. He entered firſt, and ſtood at 
the Door, holding his Paper with one 
Hand, and his Cane a croſs the Paſſage 
with the other, and there continued till 
all thoſe named in the Liſt had entered: 
he would not ſuffer any of his Train to leave 
their Sects, and gave himſelf an Example of 
Modeſty and reſerve ſuitable to the Place. 
King James II. and his Queen, now Fu- 
gitives in France, would ſee this Perfor- 
formance, and to render it the more wor- 
thy of them, the Decorations were made 
more _— the Actreſſes were 
ed 
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filled with the beſt Muſicians the King 
11 in his Service. et 

At theſe Repreſentations FUE de 
Mſlaintenon always ſat on à Stool at the 
King's Side, attentive to all his Queſtions, 
and ſupporting with a modeſt Majeſty the 
looks of the whole Audience. Eſther's 
; Triumph was her own, and the Poet pro- 
bably meant that it ſhould ; but I cannot 
believe, however, that he intended to make 
this Piece as perfect a Picture of the Re- 
volutions that had already happened, or 
might ſtill probably happen in the Court 
of France as it proved to be, or at leaſt as 
moſt People conſidered it. | 

Madam de Monteſpan, REIN] and 
Louvois, were too ſtrongly painted in 


Vaſbti and Haman, to miſtake RT, 
or be miſtaken by others. 


This Play was ſucceeded by Anker, 
= Actbaliab, compoſed by Racine at 
am de Maintenon's Requeſt ; but tho 
drawn from the ſame divine Sources with 
Eſtber, it was only at the Solicitation of 


_ James and his Queen it was pub- 
821 lickly 


(2). 
Hckly acted. Some | of the Cler gy. irepre- 
ſented to Madam de Maintenon the Dan» 
ger to which. not only the Audience, but 
the Actreſſes were expoſed by ſuch Repre- 
ſentations, and the little Service Exer- 
ciſes of his Kind could be of to Women, 
in whom Timidity. is a Virtue, and whoſe 
Modeſty is their principal Glory; and 
theſe Repreſentations had ſuch Weight 
with her, that neither Ef ber os Athaliah 
were ever after publickly performed by 
the young Ladies of St. r. To ſup. 
ply the Place of the Dramatic Pieces, 

Madam de Maintenon introduced ſome 
pious Cantatas, by the ſame and ſome 
other of the beſt Poets of her Time; whoſe 
Endeavours to e her Deſigns ſhe 
nobly rewarded. | 

As to the Miſtrefles, dB 8 to 
increaſe in Chriſtian F ervour, in the ſame 
Proportion their Pupils improved in The- 
atrical Declamation; and Madam de Main- 
tenon took Advantage of it to make them 
take abſolute Vows, inſtead of the Condi- 
nional ones by which they qere hitherto 

bound 
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(88) 
bound. By this Means ſhe cut off all 
thoſe ExpeRations which might render 
them leſs attentive to the Duties of their 
preſent Station; guarded againſt the Miſ- 
chiefs, that might ariſe from the too great 
Condeſcenſion of a Court Biſhop; ſecured 


to them the more immediate Protection of 
the Holy See; and laid the beſt Founda- 


tion for that Perpetuity which ſo 8 an 
Inſtitution deſerves. 

It would be doing Injuſtice to the good 
Senſe and Piety of Lewis XIV. to con- 
clude this Account of $7. Cyr, without ſay- 
ing, that he readily entered into all Ma- 
dam de Maintenon's Views concerning that 
Eſtabliſhment ; ſpared no Expente to 
carry them into Execution ; and carefully 
ſeconded all her Endeavours, by frequent- 
ly viſiting St. Cyr with the Tenderneſs of 
a Father; and inforcing by his own, the 


good Advice Madam 2 Maintenon be- 


ſtowed upon her Children. 


(%) 


c H A P. vn. 
Various Events. 


A D AM de Maintenow 8 Succeſs at 

IVI S. Cyr gave the King ſo high an 
Opinion of her Capacity for governing, 
that he would have had her to aſſiſt at his 


Councils, but he could never prevail up- 


vn her above twice; to make himſelf 
Amends, he generally did Buſineſs with 
his Miniſters in her Apartment. It was to 
no Purpoſe, ſhe retired to the fartheſt 
Corner of the Room, not to give Offence 
to the Miniſters, and ſeemed intent upon 
nothing but reading, writing, or her Work. 


The King never reſolved upon any Thing 


without conſulting her Eyes, and when 
his Miniſters and he could not agree, uſed 
to refer the Cauſe in Diſpute to her Solidity, 
a Title he gave her, and would ſay to them, 
* Let us appeal to Wiſdom'. But not- 
withſtanding all this ſeeming Inattention, 
ſhe obſerved enough to keep Minutes of 
every Thing that paſſed; and thefe Minutes 
proved 


WW .-.- 


proved of great Service to his Majeſty, to 


hinder him from being impoſed upon in 
Things that otherwiſe would have eſcaped 
his Memory : nor was it in this Reſpect 
alone ſhe proved a Check upon the Mini- 
ſters ; ſhe frequently received Memorials 
againſt them from unknown Hands, and 
never betrayed-the Confidence thus re- 


poſed in her by ſuppreſſing them. How- 


ever, when ſhe received any Petitions for 


Favours, which it was the Buſineſs of the 


Miniſters to difpenſe, ſhe e n 


the Petitioners to them. 
Though Louvois nde his- Office 


debafſed; by being obhged to do Buſinefs 
in Madam de Maintenon's Preſence, and 


made ſubject to her Controul, he thought 


it but prudent to do every Thing that 
could give her Pleaſure. For this Purpoſe, 
having formed a Reſolution of bringing a 
new Supply of Water to Verſailles, he con- 


trived Things fo, that the moſt expenſive 
Parz-of the whole Work ſhould be carried 
on near enough to her Eſtate of Maintenou 
to inrich it, and the moſt magnificent Part 


near 


Tl 
near enough to the Caſtle to improve its 
Proſpe&t. This Place now became one 
of the King's Houſes of Pleaſure, where 
he uſed very often to ſpend two or three 
Weeks with a ſet of choſen Attendants, 
and throw off the King, the better to enjoy 
the Pleaſutes of a private Life; perhaps 
it was the only Place where he could do ſo, 
as Madam de Maintenon never deviated, 


even during his Majeſty's reſidence at 


that Place, from her uſual Moderation, i in 
Table, Furniture, and every other Branch 
of houſhold Expencde. 

After ſhe had been a long 4 Time. im- 


ployed in relieving diſtreſſed Nobility, no- 


thing ſeemed wanting to eompleat her 


Glory, but to have it in her Power to Pro- 


tect fallen Royalty; and, for doing this, 
ſhe now had an uncommon Opportunity. 
Fames II. and his Queen, when driven 
from their Kingdoms, found in her a moſt 
zealous, and what in their Situation muſt 
probably have been ſtill more agreeable, a 
moſt humble Friend. She treated their 
Majeſties with all the Reſpect they could 


have 


(v2) 


hive expetted fföm her, Hal he Berſeir 
been a Fugitive, and but the Wife of a NG. 
bleinan, and they in the Height of meir 


Proſperity. It was no Fault of her's, that 
they were not reſtored to their Dominions. 


The Protection afford by Frukce to 


Names II. Proped the Source of r new Trou- 
bles in Europe; 3 in the Courſe of which, 
the French hi aving bel ieged Nami, the 


King fefoldbed to animate Þy 18 re. 


ſence the Ay Which "Cobb he Sie ge, 
alt that lich Ove b Ani Khadr 2 
Maintenon having expreifed A Pe of 
accompanying him in this Expedition, the 
King corented to it. They ſet out the 
Begitining of May, 9; 1692 2. Madtin le Main- 
Fenon, inſtead of taking a Seat inthe King's 
Coach, according to Cuſtom, travelled in 


his hunting Calaſh, that ſhe might be the 


et ter able to obſerve the Neceſſities of the 
= oor Subjects, in order to make a Report 
f them to his Majeſty, and in the mean 


Time afford them all the Relief which the 
Rapidity of her Paffage would admit of. 
| "I as 
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and never failed at Night ti to give. the King 


(93) 
For this Purpoſe, ſhe filled the Calaſh with 
Sacks of Bread and of Money, which the 
diſtributed. among the greateſt Objects, 


a faithful Account of thoſe whom hs © 


could. not aſſiſt. Theſe Repreſentations 


had the greateſt Weight with his Majeſty, 

He had already begun to ſhew that he ſin- 
cerely ſympathized with the Miſeries of 
his People. He now travelled with the 
utmoſt Simplicity. At meal Time the 
Carriages ſtopt in the Middle of a Field, 
and the Proviſions were ſerved on a Board 
laid from one Window to another. It was 


Madam de Maintenon, who i introduced this 


ſeaſonable Frugality. She ſoon after ap- 


plied herſelf to cure his Paſſion for mag. 
nificent Buildings, and by which he ſeemed 
to inſult the publick Poverty; and was 
bold enough to find Fault with the vaſt 
Sums laid out on the C -hapel of Verſailles. 
By. this Means Lewis was, at. laſt brought 
to confine his pleaſure. | to the 


® 4 „„ 


The 
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The Ladies were left at Dinant, Where 
Madam de Maintenon ſoon had an Oppor- 


tunity of ſhewing, that the Motives of Ge- 
nerofity, by which ſhewas governed were as 


univerſal as they were diſintereſted. Seve- 
ral Ladies of the Province had taken Shel- 
ter in Namur, on a Suppoſition that the 
French would not dare to attack it; 5 and 
when they found themſel ves deceived, de- 
ſired Permiſſion to retire elſewhere. Mar” 
thal Boyfflers,who commanded at the Siege, 
refuſed their Requeſt, upon which the 
Ladies, with whom the fear of Bombs and 
Cannon-Balls outweighed | every other 
conſideration catne out of the Town on 
Foot, attended only by ſome of their Wo- 
men, who carried the Children. This Sight 
greatly moved the King, who ſent them 

next Day to Phillippeville, and from thence 


to Dinant. Madam de Maintenon received 


them with as much Goodneſs as if they 


had been Frendb Women, and fold all her 
Jewels, except one Ring, which probably 


ſhe could not part with, to *elieve their 
Neceſſities, 


This 


SN REIN e 
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This were the propereſt Place to ſpeak - 
Af Quietiſin and Fanſeniſm, in which Ma- 
dam de Maintenon had ſome ſhare; as Ma- 
dam de Guion, the Broacher of the firſt, was 
freed from Priſon at her Solicitation, and 
even invited by her to ſpend ſome Days at 
St. Cyr, where ſhe ſpread her Errors; and 
Monſieur de Noailles, who was promoted at 
her Recommendation to the important See 
of Paris, greatly favoured the Janſeniſts, 
tho he had ſtrenuouſly oppoſed their Errors. 
But any ſatisfactory Accounts I could give 
of theſe Sects and their Progreſs, and the 
Extinction of the firſt, would hinder me 
= from enlarging upon other Matters, which 


may appear more intereſting to the Gene- 


rality of Readers, and in which Ma- 
dam de Maintenon was equally concerned. 
Let it ſuffice, therefore, to ſay, That the In- 
nocent ſhare ſhe had in propagating Quie- 
;iſm and Janſeniſm might have loſt her the 
Favour of his Majeſty, who utterly abhor- 
red all Innovations in rehgious Matters, 
had it been poſſible for any Thing to de- 

| prive 
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The 3 of Burgtidp« * 2 
de Aubigne.—The Count de Aubighe. 


E W IS XIV, had now three Stand- 

Sons, and though none of them was 
old enough to be married, it was thought 
but prudent to look out for the Duke of 
Burgundy, the Eldeſt, ſome Princeſs, who, 
by being of an Age ſuitable tohis, would be 
young enough to contract a liking for the 
Taſte and Manners of the French Nation. 
After many Deliberations, the King, 
though then at War with the Duke of 
Savoy, fixed upon the Princeſs Maria Ade 
laida his. Dau Sbter, and inſtead of * 


*T LS As 


her by refforing Pignerol, — all the whe 
Places that the French had lately th aan 
6d } in the Duke's Dominions. . 


This Princeſs was but. . . old 
when. ſhe arrived i in France 5 her Mother 


had recommended to her to ſhew the 
greateſt Ref; * to Madam de Maintenon, 


bs F to 


98 ) 
to be very obedient to her Inſtructions, 
to endeavour to acquire her Love and 
Eſteem ; and the little Princeſs practiſed 
theſe Leſſdns ſo well, that Madam de Main- 
enuy became immediately enamoured with 
her. 

Though Lewis, from his Knowledge bf 
Madam de Maintenor's Talents for the 
Education of Children, was very defi! Irous 
ſhe ſhould take this Princeſy under her 
Care, inſtead of commanding „be only i in- 
treated her to do it; a ſufficient Proof chat 
he conſidered her Rank as incompatible 


with the moſt important Employments. 
The little Princeſs herſelf ſeemed to Fong | 


Thing but Aunt; ; firſt, | indeed, in imita- 
tion of Mademoiſelle 4 "Aubignt, but er- 
wards through Affection and Reſpect, with 
which the King was the firſt to e her. 


His Majeſty finding het one Day in chat 
Corner of the Nac where Ma am de 
 Maintenon are 1 0 5 1 258 155 bs 
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Madam de Mpintenon, though the faſt 
Woman at Court, conſidered herſelf. no 
longer as belonging to the World, and 
therefore was in great, Doubt, whether ſhe! 
ſhould comply with his Majeſty's Requeſt, 
and again aſſoeiate with it,. by taking upos 
her the Charge of the Princeſs. The Bi- 
ſhop of Chartres, whom ſhe conſulted on 
the Occaſion, judged better, and ordered 
her, with all the Authority his Office of 
Director gave him, to determine her. He 
knew that no one could be better quali- 
| fied to form a Queen, than ſhe who had 
Merit enough to become the Wife of 2 
King. 

It Was Madam 2 Maintenow 8 Opn. 
that the F aults committed; by Princeſſes 3 
were generally owing to their ſeeing n No-- 
thing, when young, but F latterers in * 
Teachers, and Slaves i in theirAttendants; - 
and this induced her to make 12 75 2 
St. Cyr, as the fitteſt Scene for tho e Le 
ſons | hich h intended to. give. 55 
Pinch. Here, b. ſides learning the Mang, 
ners of the French, the would acquire a 

5 F 2 Taſte 
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Taſte for ſocial Virtues; here ſne would 
improve by Exerciſes, in which her Rank 
add Inclinationmight be equally conſulted; 
here ſhe would learn to know her Equals, 
to pleaſe; to reprove, to defend, and to re- 
wurd them; here, in fine, ſhe would be 1 
induced to love Piety, by ſeeing it in its 
moſt amiable Colours. | 

But it was firſt requiſite to ve the 
Princeſs with a liking for S. Cyr, and there- 
fore Madam de Maintenon took the greateſt 
Care to prepare her an agreeable Recep- 
tion there. The Miſtreſſes, in their train- 
ing Mantles Teceived her with great Cere- 
mony; and the Superior, after an elegant 
Compliment, conducted her through 8. 
Lane, formed by y young Ladies, from the 
Gate of the Houſe to the Church. After 


2 Deum, ſhe was ſhewn the Claſſes, where 


fome young Ladies of her own Age re- 
peated 2 Converſation ingenious enough 


to amuſe her, and though ſeaſoned with her. 5 
Praiſes, intirely free from Flattery. Theſe f 


Attentions had the defired Effect. She was 


ſo much charmed with every Thing 'ſhe © 
Nn OW: 


ſaw 


) 


(101) | 


ſaw or heard on this Occaſion, that ſhe 


never afterwards. would let Madam de 
Maintenon go to St. Cyr without her. 
For a long Time ſhe was there conſtant- 


© every ſecond or third Day by Nine 


o'Clock in the Morning, and ſtaid till 


Night. She ſoon had Favourites, and Ma- 
demoiſelle d Aubigne, as Niece to her 


Aunt, was che greateſt. Their Exerciſes, 


their Recreations, their Dreſs, their In- 


elinations were the ſame. Nay, they ſoon 


grew ſo familiar, as often to quarrel, and 
ſometimes even to fight together. The 
Satisfaction the Princeſs enjoyed at St, Cyr, 
rendered her inſenſible to all the Splen- 
dour, the Honours, the Pleaſures of a Court. 


During her ſtay at Sz. Cyr ſhe ſome- 


times wore the ſame Dreſs with the Miſ- 
treſſes, but generally that of the Scholars; 
and then, to throw off Grandeur the bet- 


ter, would be called nothing but Made- 
moiſelle Laſtic, the Name of an illuſtrious 


Family which ſhe took a liking to. In 
this Diſguiſe ſhe would run from Place to 


Place, and from one Office to another, and 
3 improve 
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improve in every one. With the Houſe- 
4 Keeper the learned Economy; with the 
DP Steward Accounts; at the Noviciate Piety ; : 
"and in the Claſſes, by obeying, ſhe learn- 
ed how to command. She was never 
" happier than when her Rank ſeemed to be 
forgotten; ; ſhe was permitted to per- 
form the ſeveral Duties of the Houſe with- 
out Diſtinction; to be extremely buſy; and 
deſpiſing the Luxury and Idleneſs of Ver- 
| ' failles, to become the Antiope, which M.. 
nerva forms for Telemachus. 

Sometimes ſhe would aſſume He Miſ- 
. rrefs and head a Claſs, where, by making 
ber Scholars repeat the Catechiſm, ſhe 
learned it herſelf ; the even permitted 
' Queſtions to 'be propoſed | to her, and 
by this Means acquired a prodigious fa- 
dcllity of Speech, at the ſame Time that ſhe 
inlivened the Studie: ies, and yaried the A- | 

muſements of her Play. fellous. 
Being aſked by one of the young Ladies, 
beer the Dead, ſhould riſe at the laſt 
Day with the fame Bodies they animated 
hw Earth; after A little Paule, ſhe very 
8 ſenſibly 
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fenkbly, a? « Queſtions af. this Kind 
ſhould never be · Propoſed, our only Buſi- 


neſs is ta get to Heaven, and not rouble 

our Heads: what we ſhall do there. Seeing 
be, young dy throw a live Bird in- 
to the Fir ire, ſhe- ſhewed by a ſevere Re- 


primand., how. much ſhe detefind ſuch 


„ 


wanton Crüelties. LT nan 
Io theſe Sentiments of Tenderachs and 


; 2 4 r 5 


Humanity Madam de Maintenon found 
Means, to add the Talent of conferring Fa- 


ES a + 


als. They likewiſe nba. the Princeſs 
7 penetrate into the Deſigns and Inclina- 
tions of all about her, to beſtow praiſe 


ſealonably, and. find out thoſe who de- 


, 


ſerved it. 
Mean while, the Day fed for rs Mar- | 
"rage drawing near, the King, named her 
Houſhold,; Byſuer was appointed firlk Al- 
moner. When the Princeſs, ſaw this Pre- 
late on his Knees | efore her, ; in order to 
"take the Dath of Ol ce uſual, on thoſe Oc- 
Sor ions, 0 1 blufh, aid ſhe, to ſee ſo wiſe 
3 Man at m my Feet. The Shews and En- 


F at tertain- 
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tertainments exhibited at this Solemnity 


were the laſt the Reign of Lewis XIV. 
afforded. * 


Though the Princeſs of | Savoy, now 
Dutcheſs of Burgundy, went ſeldomer to 
St. Cyr than before her Marriage, ſhe till 
in a great Meaſure continued under the 
Care of Madam de Maintewon, who con- 
trived to bring that Houſe home to her 
| Royal Highneſs, by fixing about her, i in- 
ſtead of Maids of Honour, ſome of the 
young Ladies belonging to it that ap- 
peared worthieſt of that Diſtinction. This 
Step-too, befides keeping Vice at a Di- 
ſtance from Court, contribu ted to intro- 
| duce Dignity and Politeneſs into Sr. Or. 
Madam de Maintenon likewiſe formed Par- 


ties of Ladies, young enough to amuſe the 
Princeſs, and virtuous dna, to edify her, 


ments, and dei the Time in an agree- 
able and innocent Manner. Her Endea- 
vours, however, to correct the Princeſs of 
too great Love for Play, had not all the 
Succeſs they deſeryed. My N 
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frequently to loſe conſiderable Sums, and 
Madam de Maintenon never let her want 
Money to pay them, and thereby avoid the 
Mortification of acquainting the King with 
her Extravagance, or hurting her Honour. 
Though this was ſo much Money taken 
from the Poor, Madam de Maintenon uſed 
to conſole herſelf for the Loſs of itwith the 
Thoughts, that, beſides extricating the 
Princeſs, it might fall 1 into the Hands of 

ſome needy Courtier. | 
But Madam de Maintenow's Care, to keep 
up and increaſe the Duke and Dutcheſs's 
Love for each, other, was particularly. re- 


= markable ; tho they ſeemed indeed to con- 


ſpire to make it exceedingly eaſy. When- 
ever there aroſe between them any of thoſe 

little Differences, which in ſo young a 
Pair might naturally be expected, they im- 
mediately ran to her, and by making her 
the Arbiter of the Diſputes, gave her an 
Opportunity to reconcile them. The 


Dutcheſs having one Day heard of ſome 
ſcandalous Reflections that. were thrown 


on her Huſband, for not attempting, 


at t the Head of a powerful Army, to raiſe 
F5 the 
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the Siege of Lille, then inveſted by the 
Confederates ſhe flew directly for Com- 
fort to the A artment of Madam de Main- 
rtenon, Who fee g the Princeſs bathed in 
Tears, wiped 2 off with the Ribbon of 
her Diſtaff, and ſent this Ribbon to the 
Duke of Burgundy, as the moſt eloquent 
Exhortation to make bim love his Wite, 
and be jealous of his Honour. Theſe At- 
tentions of Madam de Maintenon perfectly 
ſucceeded. No Couple ever loved each 
other better; and, indeed, no Couple ever 
better defetved each other's LOVE... - 
The Duke was equally happy, with his 
Wife, in thoſe, who had the.Care of his 
Youth. Fenelon had been his Preceptor, 
and Beauvilliers his Governor, and the Cares. 
they beſtowed on bis, Education he did 
the greateſt Honour to. Nature formed 
kimraſh, cholerick, and covetous; but their 
excellent Inſtructions made him to. the 
laſt Degree cool, gentle, and generous- 
He conſidered himſelf as the Steward of 
the Poor, and diſtributed ; among old Offi- 
cers the Money, : Money him fox. his. Bene 
UTCSe. 
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1 Easy 2 79 to che meaneſt as ml; 1 
as to the greateſt Subject, he thought no- 


thing beneath his Inquiry. With regard 
to the. Eaſe and Happineſs of thoſe whom 
he was one Day to govern, he had Views 

ſurpriſing in a Prince of Seventeen, and, 
unhappily, 2. uncommon in e | 
every Age. 

The pes ena which Frames 
and indeed all Europe, entertained of one 
Day experiencing in this Prince another 
Lewis IX. were exceedingly well ground- 
ed, but, alafs'! they were equally ſhort. 
lived. He and his . Wuſtrious Conſort. 
| ſearce hyed long enough to give France 
two Princes, the youngeſt of whom is its 
preſent Monarch. Madam de Maintenon 
ould not have grieved more for them, 

had they been her own Children. She had a 
particular Regard and Veneration for. the 
Princeſs, as an Angel of Peace, on ac- 

count of the Harmony ſhe proved the 
Means of reſtoring between France and 
Savoy z and this Conſideration went a great; . 
Way towards making her comply wit 

the 
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the King's Requeſt to take upon herſelf the 
Education of that Princeſs. Madam de 
Maintenon could never bear the Thoughts 
of any War, undertaken from a Thirft of 
Military Glory, for which Lewis XIV. was 
ſo remarkable, or carried to Lengths that 
impoveriſhed the People. During that, 
in which Lewis was now involved, ſhe fold 
all her Jewels, and even her Horſes, to re- 
lieve ſome of the many Thouſands who 
had been beggar'd by it; and her doing ſo 
probably contributed not a little to make 
his Majeſty liſten to Terms, which, thro? 
4 Frinciple of Vanity, he might otherwiſe 
have raſhly reje&ted, 

The Friendfhip which the Dutcheſs of 
Burgundy contracted for Mademoiſelle 4 
Aubignè, promiſed ſo great a Fortune to 
the Man who ſhould marry her, at the 
fame Time that the Union between the 
King and her Aunt ſeemed to exalt her 
above the moſt noble Families of the 
Kingdom, that even ſome of the Princes 
of the Blood would have thought it both 
honourable and advantageous to join Hands 
Py T7001 11. i960) wth 
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with this Lady ; but Madam de Main- 
tenon gave the Preference to the Count 


de Ayen, eldeſt Son to the Marfhal Duke 


de Noailles. It is probable ſhe thought it 


diſhonourable to Portion her Niece with 
more Expectations and unjuſt to doi it at 
the Expence of the Publick; and therefore 
choſe for her a Huſband who might think 
himſelf ſufficiently happy, though he got 
nothing by her but what her Aunt 8 
give her. This Opinion is confirmed by 
ſome Expreſſions that often dropped from 
Madam de Maintenon. She uſed to ſay, 


This Match is the Glory and the Shame 


of my Life.” The Glory on account of 
the perſonal Qualities of the Duke den, 


and the Shame on account of the im- 


menſe Fortune the King gave her Niece. 
She well knew, that all that was given to 
the Courtier was taxen from the Peaſant; 
and, ſhocked at the Diſtreſſes of the Nation, 


ſeemed to conſider the Happineſs of her 


Family as built upon the Miſery of a Hun- 
ared oer, 


The 


fac 
(2 100 
"the 88 a Aubignt was pls 4 
five on. this Er He had retired 


K+» 


1. 4 ee 


he 0 Was prevailed Upon to oe : upon 

ten-thouſand Livres a Year, while Madam, 
de Mainienon paid his Debts, and managed 
his Eſtates, which made Part of his Daugh- 
ter's Portion. Here he died a great Pe- 
nitent two or three Years after her Mar- 


ntenon generouf- 
ly —— the Eccleßiaſtick who had 
brought him to a ſober Way of thinking, 
and attended him at his . e 
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CHAP. IX. 


Te Death of Lewie XIV. and 7 ne 
de Maintenon. 


171 40 | 
IE great Loſſes which 155 XIV, 

L ſuſtained during the War, intowhichk 
bu entered to ſecure the Crown of Spain to 
his Grandſon, and the Deaths of a Son, twd 
Grandſons, and a great Grandſon, all fwept 
off within a very ſmall compaſs of Time, 
threw him into the deepeſt Melancholy, 
and ſowered his Blood to ſuch a Degree, 

that one of his Legs mortified; and his 

Phyſicians and Surgeons were forced to tell 
bim, that it was no longer in their Power 
to be of ſervice to him. 

His Majeſty. received hin with 
great F ortitude, and after taking his Leave 
of the Duke, of Orleans and the Duke of 
Maine, h called for the Dauphin; and tak- 
ing him n his Arms, My Dear, ſaid he, 
you are upon the Point of being a great 
King; be always a good Chriſtian. Don't, 


luffer yourſelf tobe blinded, as Lhave been; 
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by too great a Paſſion for Military Glory. 
Endeavour to live in Peace with your 


Neighbours. Whatever you do, let the 
| Love of God be your Motive. See that 


your Subjects honour him. Love them'. 
lam grieved', added he, ſighing, to leave 
them in ſo deplorable a Condition. Al- 
ways follow the moſt moderate Councils. 
Endeavour to leſſen the Taxes. Do what 
1 have been ſo unhappy as not to be able 


to do. Never forget the Obligations you 


owe to Madame de Ventadour. As for me 
Madam, added he, addreſſing himſelf to 
the Governeſs of the young Prince, 1 
can not ſufficiently Expreſs mine to you. 
After this Advice and i magnanimous Con- 
feſſion of his Miſtakes, he twice tenderly 
embraced the Royal Orphan, gave him his 
Bleſſing, raiſed his Hands to Heaven, and 
uttered a: tender Prayer, while with his 


Eyes he followed him to the Door of che 
Apartment. 


After receiving the Viaticum, he gave 
Orders that all the Lords of the Court 


ſhould be permitted to enter his Apart- 
| ment, 


(113) 
ment, thanked them for the Affection 
which they had always expreſſed for him, 
recommended his great Grandſon to them, 
and aſked Pardon for all the bad Eau 

ples he had given them. 
From the Time the King had pk 
ſeized with this. his laſt Illneſs Madam de 
Maintenon never quitted his Apartment, 
and he repaid her Aſſiduity with great 
Tenderneſs. He had taken Leave of all 
his Friends and Relations with a dry Eye, 
but when it came to be her Turn, he could 
not refrain from Tears. I regret nothing 
but you', ſaid he, I have not made you 
happy, but I ever entertained for you 

thoſe Sentiments of Love-and Reſpect you 

ſo much deſerve: He ſaid the moſt ten- 
der and obliging Things to her, which ſhe 
afterwards made a Memorandum of, and 
added to her Will. He in particular told her 
beforeall the Princes, The only thing that 
concerns me is to leave you, but I ſoon 


hope to ſee you again never to part. When 
all thoſe that were in the Room had with- 


drawn, except herſelf, he ſaid, What will 
" become 


(1140) 
become of you? you have notti ing? CS | 
beg of you, Teplied Madam eee, 
not to male yourſelf üneafy about me; 1 
am nôthing'. He then raiſed Wing 0 up 
in his Bed to embrace her, but finding ner 
Tears begin to flow with redoubled Vio- 
Jerice, he deſired her't to fee if a any body \ was 
<$ſtenims g: thong, $8 He, 0 one Can in be 
red at te Tender of our | w 
Adieus. N N ine, 

Then calling the Hike of Oele = £ Ne- 
ies, ſaid he to him, .Fecommend Ma. 
damn 4. Manlenon f to You. Yau know what 
my Sentiments För Her arways have been: 
She never gabe ine ur but 17 5 
Advice; and Jam heattily for ferry 1, was not 
Tore ready + to Tien to ĩt. She h has been of 

Efvicets me on many 'Occalions, but eſpe- 
cy” iff ielping n me, to .Feturn t to 1655 
iſe her s any Thing; he will 2 
et Wag your DTT 4 
"he King jaſt Words were ta 
to Madaffi de Aalen, after cove i 
From 7 a fai nting Fit, which hel J bin i T1 
A long, Time.” * You mult have, Madaus 


aid 
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faid he to her, © 2, great deal of Courage, 
and a great deal of Affection for me to 


continue here ſo long. Retire, I beſeech 
you. I know how afflicting ſuch a Sight 
muſt be to you, but I hope it will be ſoon 
over. Theſe Words had ſcarce eſcaped 


his Lips when. he. grew; delirious, and 


loſt all Knowledge. of thoſe that were about 
him. 


| Madam de Maintenon 2 ED. 


to her own Apartment, to weep at Liberty 
for her King, her Friend, .and her Bene- 
factor; but ſhe frequently returned to ſee 


if ſhe could be of any; Service ta him. At 
laſt Marſhal Villeroi, finding there no longer 


remained any Hopes of his coming to 
himſelf again, prevailed. upon her to ſet 


out for St. Cyr. Thau gh all 7 erſailles 
had been Witneſs. to her Virtue, and 
even Paris andthe. neighbouring Provinces 
did Juſtice to. the pious Courage with 


which ſhe had exhorted the King during 


Bis laſt Moments, the thought Proper to 


make Uſe of the Marſhal's Coach on this 


"Occaſion, for fear of meeting any of thoſe 
Inſults, 


('336:) 
Inſults, with which ſhe had been more than 
- once threatened, in anonymous Letters by 
à miſtaken and enraged Populace. The 
Marſhal, to humour her Fears, ordered 
Guards to be placed on the Road at ſmall 
Diſtances, and ſent his own Servants to 
Eſcort her all the Way, xy. 
From the Time ſhe left Verſailles, ke 
every Hour ſent an Account to St. Cyr 
concerning the dying Monarch ; but, for 
a long Time, no one durſt inform Madam 
de Maintenon of his Death. At length her 
favourite, Mademoiſelle d Aumale, entering 
her Apartment, gave her to underſtand it, 
by telling her that the whole afflicted Com- 
munity was at Church. Upon this Ma- 
dam de Maintenon immediately repaired to 
the Choir, aſſiſted at the Office for the 
Dead, and the next Day at the Service, 
but no longer expreſſed any of that Wild- 
neſs and Deſolation whi generally at- 
tends exceſſive Sorrow: Tears might have 
been ſuſpe&ed to flow from Motives of 
N . could not. 
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1 
The whole Court now crowded to pay 
their Compliments of Condolance to her, 
but ſhe would admit no body but the Bi- 
ſhops, in whom ſhe expected to find ſome 
ſpiritual Comfort, the Duke of Orleans, 
othe Queen of England, and Marſhal Vi. 
Jars, whoſe Faithfulneſs to the late King 
rendered him worthy of that Mark of 
her Diſtinction. She took Care to ſend, 
Excuſes before hand to the reſt of the 
N Princes of the Blood, to whom that Com 
pliment was due. The Queen of England 
came in the deepeſt Mourning, and with 
all the Ceremonial due to a declared Queen 9 
Dowager. The Duke of Orleans expreſſed : 
the greateſt Deſire of ſerving her, but ſne 
aſked for nothing, and reſolutely exhorted 
him to do Juſtice to the young King, to 
whoſe Preſervation ſhe did not a little con- 


: N tribute. ä e | 
5 When theſe Ceremonies were over, Ma- 
2 | darn, de Maintenon aſſembled her Domeſ- 
R ticks, "thanked them for their faithful Ser- 


| VICES, diſtributed ſome Preſents among : 
b | them, and diſmiſſed them all except two ' 
5 * 4 , Women, 


> 
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Women. fand a GA de Chambre, whom 
ſhe lodged without. the Walls. She like. 
wiſe ſent all her Horſes to be ſold; ſaying, 
0 1 cannot prevail on myſelf to maintain 
ſix Horſes, while there are ſo many Men 
of good 15 apuly dying d ith. Hunger. 5 
Tho' the Ladies of St, Cyr were expreſcly, | 
enjoined by the Edict of their Letters Pa- 
tent of Erection to maintain her and her 
Servants, ſhe Paid them four-thouſand, 
Livres a Year; and even thought that Sum 
ſo little, that, for fear of | proving a  Burthen 
to, them, ſhe reduced. herſelf. to one Diſh, 
and deprived herſelf of the Cup of Cho- 
colate which for ſome Time paſt uſed to 
be all her Supper. She would no longer 
allow] herſelf the Pleaſures or eyen the Con- 
veniencies of Life, the better to wean her- 
ſelf from the World, and to have che IT ; 
to give to the 8 | 
Her H. imility and Piety.were equal & to 
her Charity. She ſubmitted, as a prive FF: 
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Nun, to all the Duties of the Houſe ; 3 but, 
what, WAS, molt ſurprizing, not wi | 
au ehen bes Inkirmities, and the. 


7 ter· 
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Alterations made in in the King's Will, which, 
| moſt ſeverely. afflidted. her, the preſerved, 


1 even and agreeable Temper, to, 
0 She regularly aſſiſted at all che 
Forth of the Children, and;appeared} 
as {Saf AMP. them as if ſhe' could really 
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their Miſtreſſes, that. pt was. ; the proper. 
Seaſon for acquiring a thorough Know- 
ledge of their Scholars, and conveying 
uſeful Maxims i into their Minds under.the 
agreeable Diſguiſe of Pleaſure. She made 


one in all their Amuſements, and even in- 


vented ſome. Her, Preſence. gave no Re- 


ſtraint, but rather inſpired: Freedom, and, 
Joy. Every ONS: ele 5 no ; 
feared n >) 

Much. as Madam 4. Ao FIR 
the World, the World ſtill remembered 


her. Peter, ſo juſtly ſtiled ihe Great, Em- 


peror of Muſcouy, would not leave France 


without ſeeing her. As ſhe was very weak 


and greatly indiſpoſed when he ſent to let 
her know tis 3 — 


nity 
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nityireceived him with much Cerembay « it 
the inner Gate, from whence he proceed- 
ed directly to Madam de Maintenon's A- 


partment; attended by his little Court and 
ſome French Lords: He immediately eh- 


tered into Diſcourſe with her, by Means 
of an Interpreter, but his Countenance 
ſaid more than his Tongue. He opened 
himſelf the Curtains near the Head of the 
Bed, and made a Sign to have thoſe at the 
Feet likewiſe opened, and then gazed on 
her with great Attention. This brought | 
4Bluſh into her Cheeks, and the. Ladies 
of St. Louis ſay, the muſt fell have appear- 
ed handſome in his Eyes. At leaſt he 
uttered ſome Words, which along with his 
Geſtures indicated no ſmall Degree of Aſto- 
niſhment. After taking Leave of her, he 
viſited the Claſſes, where he expreſſed great 
Surprize at finding ſo little Beauty among 
ſo great a Number of Children; he, how- 

ever, amuſed himſelf with their little Plays, 
and then ordered a Plan of the Houſe to 
be taken. Some Days after, Madam de 

Caylus having been pointed out to Hir at 


Vin | an 


Eran} = 
an Aſſembly, as the Niece of Madam de 
 Maintenon, he directly made up to her, 
ſeized her by the Hand, ſurveyed her at- 
tentively, and ſhewed her erer * of 
IN Politeneſss. 
This was the laſt Viſit of the Kind that 
Makin de Maintenon's Infirmities permit- 
ether to make. A ſlow Fever, which 
ſeized her ſoon after the Death of the Dau- 
phin and his Conſort, was increaſed to ſuch 
Degree, that there no longer remained 


any. Hopes of her getting the better of it. 


Seeing her End draw near, ſhe ſent for 
Madam de Caylus and the Duke and Dut- 
cheſs.of Noailles. 

It was thought proper to „ make anne A- 
terations in her Room, the better to keep 
out the cold Air; but ſhe told her. Friends 
they had little to do, to take ſo much 
Trouble for che few Moments ſhe had to 
live, and then turning to the Duke ge 
Noailles, Nothing, ſaid ſhe, my dear 


Duke, can make you amends but my _ 


Death, for all the Trouble you have taken 
o retard it. But, added ſlie, the Poor 
De will 
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vill be Mrved with Cold, and chen or- 
dered a ſmall Sum to be diſtributed among 
thoſe of the Village of St. Or to buy Fewel. 
Reflecting likewiſe on the little Girls of 
the Red Claſs, ſhe told the Superior, that 
ſhe would be glad to have five or ſix of 
them at a Time about her Fire. 
She ſtill complied with her uſual Ex 
erciſes of Piety, as much as her Illneſs 
would allow her, and received in her Apart. 
ment the Paſchal Communion with a De- 
gree of Fervour, capable of conſoling her 
for not being able to receive it at Church 
Along with her Children. {7h 
She continued in this Situation from 
the Middle of March to the Beginning of 
April, when finding that her Weakneſs in- 
creaſed, though the other Symptoms were 
abated, ſhe ordered Payment for the cur- 
rent Quarter, to be ſent to all her poor 
Penſioners, expreſſing the greateſt Satiſ- 
faction at being before-hand with them. 
Within a few Days, the Fever return- 
ing with redoubled Vigour, Maſs was 
celebrated in her Apartment at Midnight, 
and 


(m9) 
and the Viaticum adminiſtred to her. This 
was the fifteenth of April, 1719 z the next 


Day ſhe fell into a Lethargy, from which 


nothing but ſpeaking to her of God was 
found capable of awak ing her. At laſt,, 
on the Extreme Unction being propoſed to 
her, ſhe inſtantly rouſed herſelf, earneſt- 
ly called for it, beheld unmoved all the 
Preparations for adminiſtring this Sacra- 
ment, and made Reſponſes to all the Pray: 
ers with which it is accompanied. Her 
Confeſſor then intreated her to give her 
Bleſſing to the Community aſſembled about 
her for that Purpoſe. I am unworthy, 
ſaid ſhe? ; but on his. preſſing her, ſhe. 
obeyed. 
A few Minutes after ſhz fell 1 into the 
ſame Kind of Lethargy, which had ſeized 
her the Day before; all this Time ſhe had 
the Air of a Perſon! quietly com poſed to 
Reſt, and looked, as Mademoiſelle & Aumale 
aſſures us, more beautiful and reſpectable 
than ever. This Lethargy Was ſucceeded R 
by a ſhort An ad at ſje: ſas de- 
a 
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It is impoſſible to deſcribe the univerſal” 
Conſternation which now ſeized her ChiE 
dren. All Order was forgot, the Exer- 
ciſes we. all interrupted. Nothing was to 
be ſeen but Tears, nothing to be heard: 
but Sighs and Groans, interrupted by Fits 
of Silence, which expreſſed ſtill better the 
Intenſeneſs of their Grief. Her Apartment: 

| ſoon filled with» Crowds, coming to take 
Leave of her Remains. Death had ſpared 
her Face: Her Features remained un- 
altered, and ſhe ſtill inſpired the Beholders 
with Veneration- and Love. While they 
prayed for her Soul, they wiſhed it were 


allowed them to have recourſe to: her In- | 
terceſſion. 


Mean while, the Diſtractibif. of all 1 f 
was ſo great, that not one of the Ladies- 
ſeemed to think of rendering the laſt Du- 
ties to their deceaſed: Benefactreſs. The 
Duke de Noailles, therefore, after opening 
her Will, found himſelf py take 
that Charge upon himſelf. Madam de 
Maintenon had defired to be buried in the 
Church- Tard, but he cauſed a Vault to- be 
built. 


| Crg'Þ 
built in the Middle of the Choir, where her 
Body, after being firſt embalmed, was de- 
poſited ina Leaden Coffin; the Church was. 
hung with black, and the Biſhop of Chartres, 
attended by the General of St. Lazarus, 
and all his Clergy, officiated in his ponti- 


cal Habits. The Ladies of St. Lewis- 


aſſiſted as Pall-Bearers at her Interment, 


1 
1 
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and the young Ladies carried hghted . 


Flambeaux ; the Church reſounded at 
once with Chaunting and Lamentation. 

A ſolemn Oration had been prepared 
for this melancholy, Occaſion; but the. 
Duke de Noailles thought proper to ſup- 
preſs it, as the Orator could only ſpeak by 
halves. This Nobleman however was: 


bold enough to expreſs in-an Epitaph in- 
graved upon her Tomb, what it would: 
have been imprudent to. ſay of her in * 
Fulpit. 
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